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BIBLIOTEEKBEPLANNING IN SUID-AFRIKA 


deur Professor A. L. MEIRING, F.R.I.B.A. 


Departement Argitektuur, Universiteit van Pretoria 


Dir HET AL tradisie geword om die biblioteek- 
gebou, saam met die ander openbare geboue 
soos museums, poskantore en stadsale te klas- 
sifiseer, en daaraan, soos dit ’n openbare gebou 
pas, ’n prominente plek in die dorp of stad, 
of op die universiteitsgronde te gee. Nou is die 
biblioteek sekerlik net so belangrik soos enige 
ander gebou, en verdien dus ook die voorkeur 
wat dit geniet, maar die vraag ontstaan tog of 
daar nie nadele verbonde is aan die gebruik om 
op die biblioteek as openbare gebou te sien nie. 
Afgesien van die prominente plek daaraan toe- 
gesé, verwag ’n mens van ’n openbare gebou dat 
dit ietwat van ’n monumentale voorkoms sal hé, 
dat dit los van ander geboue sal staan sodat dit 
rondom hierdie waardige voorkoms gegee kan 
word, en dan ook van alle kante benader kan 
word, 

Nou is daar egter ander voorskrifte wat op 
die openbare gebou, saam met alle ander ge- 
boue, van toepassing is, en hulle is die beno- 
dighede wat uit die funksie van die gebou 
voortspruit, en wat die beplanning van die 
gebou grotendeels voorskryf. So is daar bv. in 
die geval van die stadsaal drie planelemente wat 
radikaal van mekaar verskil, en dus elk op sy 
eie behandel moet word. Daar is die saal self 
wat aan sekere vereistes van funksie soos groot 
samekomste, danse en opvoerings sal moet vol- 
doen ; dan die raadsaal en komiteekamers waar- 
in ’n beperkte getal persone net vir een spesi- 
fieke doel sal saamkom ; en dan die munisipale 
kantore waarin gewone kantoorwerk verrig sal 
word. As nou konsekwent gehandel word, sal 
’n mens verwag dat in enige stadsaal die drie 
elemente afsonderlik van mekaar gehou word, 
en elk dan ook sy eie ekspressie gegee word in 
die voorkoms van die gebou. Maar is dit die 
geval ? Nee, die eersgenoemde voorskrifte hier- 


bo het dit nie toegelaat nie : ’n mens kan nie ’n 
monumentale gebou oprig met afsonderlike 
elemente nie. Of tenminste, so is vir baie jare 
nou geargumenteer, en ons vind dan ook dat 
ons stadsale alles deurmekaar het ; en ’n mens 
moet oppas dat jy nie op die galery van die saal 
te lande kom as jy na die kantoor van die 
stadsklerk soek nie. 

Dieselfde wanorde kenmerk baie van ons 
biblioteke omdat ook hulle, as openbare geboue, 
aan die voorskrifte wat die uiterlike van die 
gebou bepaal moes voldoen voordat aan die 
besondere planbehoeftes kon gedink word. 
Selfs in die gevalle waar ’n doelmatige plan vir 
die biblioteek in die begin nog uitgewerk kon 
word, is nooit aan uitbreidings gedink nie, en 
maak die vaste monumentale buite mure van die 
gebou dit nou onmoontlik of te duursaam om 
verligting te bring. Dit alles was tog sekerlik ’n 
geval van die kar voor die perde inspan. Veral 
wat die biblioteek betref, wat so ’n lewende en 
steeds ontplooiende funksie dien, moet hierdie 
stremminge nie van toepassing wees nie. En so 
het dit dan ook gebeur dat biblioteekbeplanning 
in die jongste tyd van ’n totaal verskillende 
standpunt benader is. 

Die eerste groot verandering is om nie meer 
van ’n monumentale buitekant na ’n ingepaste, 
saamgeperste binnekant te beplan nie, maar 
andersom ; om eers ’n doelmatige plan, wat 
hom sal leen aan uitbreidings, uit te werk, en 
dan eers buitekant toe na ’n voorkoms wat 
daarby sal aanpas te gaan. Bibliotekarisse het 
gevind dat selfs dit nie genoeg is nie. Dit moet 
nie alleen moontlik wees om die gebou uit te 
brei nie, maar om elke afdeling in die biblioteek 
rekbaar te kan maak. Die rede hiervoor is 
natuurlik dat niemand by die begin kan vaslé 
hoe, en in watter mate, die verskillende afde- 
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lings sal uitbrei nie. Magasyn, weet almal, word 
gou te klein, maar hoe moet ons weet of daarin 
nie nuwe onderverdelings met miskien studie- 
lokale net langsaan sal nodig word nie? Dan 
weer, wat leeskamers betref, kan enige persoon 
vooraf bepaal hoe hulle in getal of in oppervlakte 
eendag uitgebrei sal moet word? Selfs staf- 
kantore, katalogiseerafdeling en studiekamers is 
onderworpe aan onvoorspelbare veranderings 
wat daarin nodig mag word. Is daar ’n beplan- 
ningstelsel waarin dit moontlik is om voorsie- 
ning te maak vir soveel gebeurlikhede ? Ja, die 
een bekend as die ,,Modulére’’ stelsel bied 
groot moontlikhede. 

Die stelsel bestaan uit ’n nie-permanente 
onderverdeling van vloeroppervlakte in sekere 
vooraf bepaalde modules of oppervlakte-een- 
hede, voorgeskryf enersyds deur standaard 
groottes van boekrakke en ander uitrusting, en 
andersyds deur ekonomiese strukturele onder- 
verdeling van oppervlaktes. Die toepassing van 
die stelsel werk min of meer soos volg: argitek 
en bibliotekaris kom saam en bepaal die totale 
oppervlakte wat in die voorgestelde nuwe 
biblioteekgebou nodig sal wees. Daarby word 
gevoeg die addisionele oppervlakte wat sé binne 
die eersvolgende 1o of 20 jaar vir uitbreidings 
in die vooruitsig gestel word. Die argitek maak 
nou al die nodige voorsiening vir ingangsportale, 
toiletgeriewe en gangspasies ens. wat die totale 
oppervlakte verder affekteer, en kom dan met 
sy eerste voorstelle aangaande die getal verdie- 
pings (of halwe verdiepings), hangende af van 
die grootte van beskikbare bouperseel. Gestel 
nou dat dit op ’n twee-verdieping gebou uitwerk 
waarvan die twee vloeroppervlaktes elk op 
20,000 vk. vt. te staan kom. Nou het die argitek 
kon vasstel dat ’n oppervlakte van sé 18 vt. 
by 24 vt. (die module) hom sal leen vir ’n 
doelmatige indeling van standaard staalrakke. 
Hy weet ook dat die genoemde module ekono- 
mies sal werk wat die draagkrag van gewapende 
beton (waarop hy besluit het as struktuurmid- 
del) betref. Nou verdeel hy die module (432 vk. 
vt.) in die 20,000 vk.vt., en vind natuurlik dat 
dit iets meer as 46 maal daarin gaan. 

Hv toets dus hoe sé 48 modules sal werk 
(want sover was dit ’n netto berekening) en 
plaas hulle sé vier hoog en twaalf breed, omdat 
sy eerste rowwe sketsplan van akkommodasie- 
indeling op so ’n langwerpige vorm uitgewerk 
het. Op elke punt waar die lyne van die modules 
oor mekaar loop word ’n betonkolom geplaas 


om die struktuur te dra, en die kolomme word 
voorsien van ingeboude metaal stroke waarin 
afskortings vasgeheg kan word. Die argitek pas 
sy sketsplan nou toe op die patroon van 48 
modules, en met die nodige wysigings hier en 
daar kry hy dit reg om patroon met sketsplan te 
laat ooreenslaan, en ons neem aan dat die 
plan so goedgekeur word. 

Nou tree die radikale verskil tussen die Mo- 
dulére en enige ander stelsel in : behalwe buite- 
mure (en soms nie eers hulle nie) en mure om 
toiletgeriewe en trapportale, word mie ’n enkel 
muur in die gebou permanent vasgebou nie, maar 
word uitgevoer in metaal of hout afskortings wat 
in die betonstroke pas en maklik verwyderbaar 
is. As daar dus enige wysiging in die planinde- 
ling op enige plek verlang word, is dit ’n oggend 
se werk om met verskuiwing van afskortings dit 
te bewerkstellig. Die hele vloeroppervlakte is 
vir so ’n herbeplanning vatbaar, sodat dit selfs 
moontlik is om ’n bestaande afdeling daar uit 
te haal en elders in te werk, om plek vir uit- 
breidings van ’n vinnig wassende ander 
afdeling te maak. Wat die uitbreidings na die 
10 of 20 jaar tydperk betref, is die struktuur so 
ontwerp dat daar ’n derde verdieping bo-op 
aangebring kan word, of dat gelykvloers na 
enige kant toe uitgebrei kan word. 

Die biblioteekgebou van die Potchefstroomse 
Universiteit het ons op die wyse hierbo beskryf 
ontwerp en uitgevoer, maar om sekere redes 
kon ons nie die volle implikasies van die Modu- 
lére stelsel toepas nie. Ons het naamlik ontdek 
dat in ons land dit veel goedkoper is om ’n 
enkelsteen-muur te bou as om ’n_ stewige 
afskorting te voorsien. Om die rede het ons van 
afskortings afgesien, maar ons mure so gebou 
dat hulle: almal (behalwe sekere buitemure) 
verwyderbaar is. Waar die moontlikheid geskep 
is vir gelykvloerse uitbreiding (magasyn op 
grondvloer en desnoods hoér op) kan die 
baksteenpanele tussen buite kolomme verwyder 
word. Die gebou is sterk genoeg om ’n addi- 
sionele verdieping te dra, sodat uitbreidings 
boontoe, na die kante, en na agter kan geskied. 
Omdat die gebou ’n prominente plek op die 
Campus inneem, en dit ook die naam van wyle 
Prof. F. Postma dra, moes daaraan ’n waardige 
karakter gegee word, maar ons kan bevestig dat 
die aansigte uit die plan gebore is, en die 
gebou dus van binne na buitetoe ontwerp is. 
Die module vir die Ferdinand Postma-—Biblio- 
teek het op 18 vt. by 16 vt. 6 dm. uitgewerk. 
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LOOKING BACKWARD AND FORWARD IN 
LIBRARY PLANNING 


by ANGus SNEAD MACDONALD, B.S. in Architecture * 


THE YEARS SINCE World War II have witnessed 
revolutionary changes in library administration 
and construction. ‘The two have gone hand in 
hand, administrative progress dictating new 
building forms and the radically new building 
types making better service to readers possible. 
I am only slightly familiar with what has gone 
on elsewhere in the world, so I will confine 
my comments to large library buildings, public, 
national or University in the limited area that 
I know best, North America. If I seem to lay 
undue stress on the errors of the past, please 
understand that it is to have them serve as 
springboards from which to take off to better 
libraries of the future. 

Up to 1945 the dominant characteristic of 
most large library buildings was their monu- 
mentality. Usually the first objective.of archi- 
tects and trustees, with librarians sometimes 
abetting, was to create an architectural achieve- 
ment that would be impressive both outside and 
inside. This resulted in rigid shells — magni- 
ficent straight jackets — that served inadequa- 
tely to house the libraries’ functions. All too 
often the librarian was starved for floor space, 
saddled with rooms of permanently fixed size 
and arrangement and deprived of the opportu- 
nity for expansion. The building of such libra- 
ries is now, fortunately, an almost outmoded 
practice. 

The Second World War expanded require- 
ments for library service, and the several years 
of suspension of library building, while thought 
was following, plus the vast increase in con- 
struction costs, ripened the opportunity for 
revolutionary changes. The great changes that 
have taken place can be summarized by saying 
that the best libraries are now built primarily 
to serve readers rather than to impress them, 
the public and tourists. 

Library construction and operating appro- 
priations, never really adequate, had not in- 


* Consultant on library buildings, and author of 
A library of the future, New possibilities in library 
planning, and Morrow’s Library. 


creased in the post-war period to reflect the new 
conditions. Many librarians found themselves 
with pre-war building appropriations virtually 
cut in half by increased costs, although the de- 
mand for quantity and quality of service to 
readers was greater than ever before. Obviously, 
radical steps were necessary. These included 
some of the following recourses. 

It was realized that all space more than eight 
feet above the floor level is a luxury, so the ratio 
of cubic feet of building capacity to square feet 
of floor space was in many instances reduced 
forty per cent or more, while at the same time 
the cost per cubic foot was cut down through 
the elimination of exterior enrichment and 
much of the “built in” interior decorative treat- 
ment. At last the function of service took pre- 
cedence over adornment for adornment’s sake. 
Permanent charm was however gained rather 
than lost through the closer relationship of 
beauty to purpose. Function became dominant, 
so modular construction with low ceilings and 
no permanent interior space divisions came into 
use. 

Also, librarians found that they could better 
control the expenditure of appropriations if they 
insisted upon the expression of costs in terms of 
square feet of usable floor space rather than in 
cubic feet of capacity. Square feet, not cubic 
feet, measure usefulness. 

As a result of the reduced cost of floor space 
per square foot, it became feasible to store a 
much greater percentage of the book collection 
on shelves that were accessible to readers in- 
stead of serving the readers across a delivery 
counter. This was a distinct gain to the readers 
and a saving in operating costs. Also it was 
found that the use of worthy books increased 
perhaps a score of times when they were taken 
out of staff-controlled bookstacks and put on 


open shelves. 


An outstanding illustration of this trend is the 
new undergraduate Lamont Library of Harvard 
University in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Har- 
vard has a total of about 5,000,000 volumes in 
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its various departmental collections and in the 
great central Widener Library, which is now the 
research centre for graduate students. Widener 
was formerly used by undergraduates also, but 
they were dazed by the great masses of non-cur- 
rent and non-pertinent material crowding, sepa- 
rating and concealing the books that they 
needed both in the card catalogue and in the 
stacks. Dr. Keyes D. Metcalf, Director of the 
Harvard libraries, believed that the under- 
graduates were not really interested in more 
than 100,000 current books, so the Lamont Li- 
brary, a modern, functional building, was erec- 
ted and provided with open shelves with that 
capacity. It has no closed stacks. ‘The soundness 
of his judgment has been proved by experience. 
The use of library facilities by undergraduates 
has increased enormously and there are no 
complaints that the number of available books 
is too sinall. 

There is a great deal of similarity between 
the problems of a library and those of a depart- 
ment store. Since commercial enterprises such 
as these must attract the public in order to be 
profitable, it is well to study their example and 
often to follow it. 

In the first place, the sites selected for such 
commercial enterprises are central, usually ex- 
pensive, and very accessible. In recognition of 
the needs of this automotive age, parking is pro- 
vided, if at all possible, on an adjacent lot, in the 
basement, or sometimes even on the roof. 
Continuous show-windows face the sidewalks. 
Merchandise is immediately accessible as soon 
as one enters. Inactive stock and stock that is 
surplus over current needs are relegated to 
“warehouse” areas. There is good light and 
ventilation. Department stores pioneered in 
providing air-filtering, humidity control, heating 
and cooling, along with superb lighting, to 
attract the public. Quiet floors and acoustical 
treatment for sound-absorption are considered 
essential. The buildings are designed for service, 
and the service is keyed to win and hold custo- 
mers. 

Where libraries give similar consideration to 
the public, it is logical that the public apne 
with support and patronage. 

During the monumental period of library 
architecture it was customary to have impressive 
(and onerous) flights of steps leading from street 
to entrance and from entrance to main floor. 
In the New York Public Library a climb of 


4 SOUTH AFRICAN LIBRARIES 


about 100 steps is necessary to get from side- 
walk level to the main reading room. Lofty read- 
ing rooms were also in vogue. Again citing the 
New York Public Library, its principal room — 
76 ft. by 295 ft. and 50 ft. high, seats only 800 
readers, an utterly inadequate number, but each 
of them is assigned 1,500 cubic feet of building 
space! More desirable space in a stack carrel 
requires only about 200 cubic feet per reader, 
or in atypical “modular” library reading room, 
250 to 300 cubic feet. 

Monumental libraries were usually placed 
well back from the street, so that the public 
could gaze in admiration. But this was at the 
cost of inconvenience to readers and loss of 
intimate contact with them. 


Natural lighting was considered essential, 
even though electricity was more dependable 
and economical. To make place for windows for 
lighting interior areas, light courts were esta- 
blished regardless of the interruption of room 
arrangement and interior traffic. The high cost 
of building such courts was the least of the 
expense they occasioned. 

In monumental buildings the typical storey 
height of 15 ft. or 22 ft. 6 in. resulted in the use 
of lowered, suspended ceilings in corridors and 
small-area rooms in order to avoid incongru- 
ously high proportions. Much building cubage 
was thereby wasted. 


A window-lighted and -ventilated library is 
expensive to construct and maintain. Windows 
dictate wastefully high ceilings and create clean- 
ing and dust problems. Day lighting may be 
successively inadequate and excessive, requiring 
inconvenient and costly means of control. It is 
thrifty to depend upon artificial lighting and 
mechanical ventilation both day and night. Pro- 
bably in the decades to come windows will be 
used for psychological satisfaction, but will not 
be depended upon for lighting or ventilation. 


The libraries of the pre-war era frequently 
attained great success as beautiful examples of 
exotic style, as impressive landmarks and as 
attractions for sightseers. However, unfortu- 
nately the construction budgets were not segre- 
gated as to the application of funds so as to show 
that perhaps as much as 75 per cent served 
glorification and 25 per cent library function. 
This distortion was not obvious or realized, so 
it is no wonder that librarians found it impos- 
sible to carry out their service aims. 
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LOOKING BACKWARD AND FORWARD IN LIBRARY PLANNING 


Now I shall be so reckless as to try to make 
some predictions on how existing and incipient 
trends are likely to develop. Since the war many 
librarians have “soft pedalled”’ pretentiousness 
but libraries have gained in charm and useful- 
ness. The money they have to spend is applied 
where it will best promote the service and 
approval of readers. I think this trend will 
increase in strength. 

During the next decades a librarian who has 
the opportunity for a fresh start will probably 
strive to select a site along busy traffic lines, one 
easily reached by the maximum number of 
people. The site of the building will provide 
adequately for future growth. Libraries do not 
stand still, but expand continually like a vigo- 
rous tree. 

Again referring to the New York Public Li- 
brary, the site it occupies is amply large, and 
one of the most desirable and valuable in the 
world. Completed in 1911 at a cost of nine and 
a half million dollars, it was acclaimed as an 
architectural masterpiece. But there was no 
provision for the expansion that for many years 
has been direly needed. Although construction 
costs have increased over 54 times since 1911, 
the floor area of the present building could be 
doubled by the expenditure of another nine and 
a half million for a functional addition. In the 
future we can expect less repetition of such initial 
extravagance without provision for the future. 

Opportunity for expansion is necessary. This 
can be taken care of by having adjacent vacant 
land or surplus floor area. It may be impractical 
to let valuable land lie unimproved, so the solu- 
tion of surplus floor area is the more logical. 
Such area in a non-monumental or functional 
type of building can be rented until required for 
the library’s expansion. Full utilization makes a 
central and costly site reasonable. This would 
not be the case if the site were left partly un- 
developed or improved inadequately in propor- 
tion to its value. 

It is essential that a library should have 
flexibility for interior change to take care of 
department realignment, growth and over-all 
expansion. Only the stairs, elevators and toilets 
need have fixed locations. In other words, the 
librarian should be given great, open-floor 
spaces which he can allocate from year to year 
to suit ever-changing requirements. 

Now I am going to stress an idea, dear to my 
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heart, that I first advocated in 1948 in a pamph- 
let, ““Morrow’s Library”. This idea aims to 
make it feasible for a library to occupy a site in 
the central, busiest part of its community ; also 
to build now for future growth without having 
to ask for an appropriation beyond immediate 
modest requirements. 

Many libraries of the Carnegie-gift era, which 
have seen their neighbourhoods change from 
residence to business, now have wonderful 
opportunities for taking advantage of their 
strategic locations. In Yakima, Washington, a 
chain department store has offered to erect a 
building for joint occupancy with the library on 
its Carnegie site. The terms proposed to the 
librarian, Miss Carol Trimble, will give the 
library much more and better space than it now 
has and free and clear ownership of the entire 
building in 25 years; all this without the invest- 
ment of a single dollar by the library board. 

Charles R. Sanderson, librarian of the To- 
ronto, Ontario, Public Library has actually 
completed a similar project three storeys high, 
for a regional branch on a site recently acquired 
with admirable foresight. The library occupies 
the ground floor and the two upper floors are 
rented. Here again the rent paid will amortize 
the cost of the entire building within 20 years. 

Edgar S. Robinson, Librarian of the Public 
Library of Vancouver, British Columbia, has 
purchased an excellent site, coveted by business. 
I have been working with him on a scheme for 
improving it with a sixteen storey building. 
Half of the building will be occupied by the 
library and the balance leased, preferably to 
other tax-supported organizations. The lease 
expirations will be spaced so that the library 
can expand to meet the City’s needs without 
having to do any more building or allowing any 
portion of its investment to lie idle. The lower 
four storeys of the building will be high, sixteen 
feet from floor to floor. Two tiers of a ten-storey 
self supporting bookstack will correspond to 
each of these storeys. The stack areas will not 
only be used for book storage on an “open- 
shelf” basis, but also for a host of small-area 
usages ; that is, reading spaces or subject centers 
in the midst of the books and other materials on 
special subjects, discussion and hobby rooms, 
seminars, staff-work areas, offices and toilets. 
These in total may add up to 60 per cent of the 
over-all floor area of a library. 
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The street frontage will have about 300 feet 
of continuous show windows, like those of a 
department store, but not so deep. The two base- 
ment stories will provide parking for 180 cars, 
plus stack storage for inactive books. At the out- 
set there will be about 154,000 square feet of 
rentable floor area, of a nature and in a location 
highly desirable for offices. This may be added 
gradually to the library’s initial 153,000 square 
feet as needs demand, but meanwhile the in- 
come will take care of the interest and will 
amortize the entire investment with an ample 
margin to add to operating funds. 

The type of income producing library des- 
cribed for Vancouver is not revolutionary. It is 
simply bigger and bolder than its precursors. Mr. 
Edward Sydney, pioneering librarian of Leyton, 
England, has been operating for eighteen years 
one of the most successful branch libraries in 
Great Britain. It occupies the second storey of 
a two-storey building. In 1949 Mr. Sydney 
wrote me, “I am sure it will interest you to 
know that the income which we receive from the 
shops on the ground floor more than pays all 
our outgoings in the way of capital repayment 
and interest. Further, the increased rateable 
value of the site and property surrounding it 
brings in an income which meets the ordinary 
maintenance cost of the library service. Fi- 
nancially, this small branch library does fulfil 
the main principles which you adumbrate in 
‘Morrow’s Library’. This I read with a great 
deal of interest as being the kind of dream ful- 
filment of the simple idea which I had in the 
Leytonstone Branch.” 

Forty years ago the John Crerar Library built 
a skyscraper on its fabulous site at Michigan 
Avenue and Randolph Street, Chicago, and 
occupied only the upper storeys. As needs 
expanded the library has taken over adjacent 
storeys one by one but meanwhile rentals of 
this future expansion space have taken care of 
the amortization of the investment and contri- 
buted substantially to library operation 
expenses. 

The advantages of avoiding a single purpose 
building are interestingly illustrated in Louis- 
ville, Kentucky. In 1872 the Public Library, 
then called the Polytechnic Library, bought 
with funds derived from a lottery, a building 
known as the Central Market. It had originally 
been one of Louisville’s earliest synagogues. 
This four storey building with 168-foot 
frontage on the leading shopping street 


and 200-foot depth had more floor area 
than was required by the library, so the 
surplus space was rented. In 1908 the library 
moved into a new monumental building 
on a side street in a residential area. The site 
was bought on account of its low price but 
public reaction to it was unfavorable. Now, 
belatedly, the mistake may be corrected as the 
Library Board has authorized Clarence E. Gra- 
ham, the librarian, to study the possibility of 
buying a central business site and improving it 
with a building of the same general type 
as the one contemplated for Vancouver. One 
of the most difficult problems that must be 
solved is getting adequate salvage from the 
present single purpose monumental library. On 
the other hand the more adaptable building 
purchased in 1872 is no problem. For the last 
eighty years rentals from it have provided a 
substantial proportion of the library’s opera- 
ting budget. 

People have taken it for granted that a library 
should be a low structure, three or four storeys 
high at the most — the limit to be reached fea- 
sibly by stairs. That habit of thought became 
established before the days of electric elevators. 
Applied to large library buildings, such ideas are 
anachronistic. Multiple elevators make expen- 
sive sites and “skyscraper” library buildings 
possible. It is likely that such buildings will be- 
come the accepted solution for great libraries 
— public, state, national or university. 

Some of the money saved in eliminating un- 
necessary architectural embellishment can well 
be spent in adding to the comfort of readers. 
Certainly readers are eager to gain adequate, 
glare-free lighting, quiet, light reflecting, resi- 
lient floors, tempered fresh air and effective 
sound-absorption on ceilings and walls in ex- 
change for carved stone and mural masterpieces, 
into which they have seen much money sunk in 
the past. 

Where books are segregated into three classes, 
active on open shelves, reference in stack sto- 
rage, and inactive in compact storage, the 
problem of planning for the future becomes 
much easier. As the active books are relatively 
few in number, perhaps 100,000, space for them 
does not have to be expanded except as readers’ 
areas are increased. As new books are added 
older ones are moved out. It is also unnecessary 
to plan for the increase of reference material in 
geometrical ratio as it was at one time thought 
to be the case. Reference areas can be constantly 
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cleared by sending passé material into inactive, 
compact storage. Even the accretion of inactive 
material can be greatly reduced by pooling the 
interests of the libraries of a region in one build- 
ing. Each library can then send its inactive 
material to a central building for clearance and 
storage, where duplicates are disposed of and 
a single copy of each item kept under inexpen- 
sive warehouse conditions. This warehouse ma- 
terial can be used either on the premises or sent 
overnight on request to contributing libraries. 

Public recognition of the value of libraries 
has increased enormously during and since 
World War II. The challenge to librarians is 
greater than ever before. Libraries must com- 
pete for meagre public funds with many other 
hungry, tax-supported organizations. To do so 
successfully they must be far-sighted, aggres- 


sive and also thrifty with their building and 
operating appropriations. One important factor 
towards success is to get a site such as a leading 
bank would want ; that is, in the very heart of 
the community. Next, the site must be improved 
in a way to invite the public to use the library. 
When I say public, I mean the entire commu- 
nity, including people primarily interested in 
business, commerce, industry, finance, educa- 
tion, art, science, recreation, literature or any 
other field. The building must shelter but not 
restrict these interests. It must be considered 
a tool and not an objective. It should be charm- 
ing, but its functions should dominate the 
construction. Let monuments be put up by 
others — librarians cannot afford to spare any 
part of their building or operating appropria- 
tions for other than strictly library purposes. 


’"N MODULERE BIBLIOTEEKGEBOU VIR DIE 
POTCHEFSTROOMSE UNIVERSITEIT 


deur H.C. Rooy 


Bibliotekaris, Potchefstroomse Universiteit 


DIE OPRIGTING van geboue kos baie geld. Met 
hierdie feit moet alle ondernemings rekening 
hou. In die geval van universiteite, en veral van 
die jongeres en kleineres met hulle uiters be- 
perkte finansiéle vermoé, geld dit in besondere 
mate. Daarom is dit noodsaaklik dat geboue 
sorgvuldig en ekonomies beplan word met die 
oog op die behoeftes van die hede en van die 
toekoms. 

Nou is dit opvallend dat hierdie voor die 
handliggende feit in die verlede nie altyd die 
nodige oorweging geniet het by die beplanning 
van biblioteekgeboue nie. Daarvan getuig so 
veel biblioteekgeboue wat om die een of ander 
rede ondiensbaar geword het en ontruim moes 
word. ’n Klassieke voorbeeld hiervan is die sier- 
like ,,Low Library” van die Universiteit Co- 
lumbia in New York, wat in 1877 opgerig is. 
Met sy koepeldak, tempelagtige facade, sy hoé 
trappe en strenge simmetrie is dit vandag nog 
argitektonies die mooiste gebou op die univer- 
siteitsterrein. Met die ontwikkeling van die 
biblioteek het hierdie praggebou te klein en 


ondoeltreffend geword, en omdat dit hom nie 
kon leen vir enige vorm van uitbreiding of 
verandering nie, moes dit in 1934 ontruim 
word. 

Die noodsaaklikheid van deeglike vooraf- 
studie en beplanning word baie sterk beklem- 
toon deur biblioteekkundiges, veral in die 
V.S.A., die land wat volgens beraming tans 
besig is om oor tien jaar 140 miljoen dollars aan 
die oprigting van biblioteekgeboue te bestee, en 
waar in 1949 103 universiteite en kolleges besig 
was met die beplanning en oprigting van nuwe 
geboue en 84 met die vergroting van bestaande 
geboue.! Wilson en Tauber sé daarvan in The 
University Library: ,,The most important 
requisite of a satisfactory library plant is care- 
ful planning. The necessity of detailed preli- 
minary planning can scarcely be overestimated. 
The university library building is a complex, 
highly specialized structure. It is intended for 

1Muller, R. H. Future library building trends 


among colleges and universities (College and Re- 
search Libraries, dl. XII, bl. 33). 


bi 


8 SOUTH AFRICAN LIBRARIES 


particular purposes, and its success in meeting 
the requirements of the institution depends to 
a great extent upon how well it is adapted to 
the functions which it is expected to perform. 
As has been emphasized earlier, those functions 
are determined by the educational objectives of 
the institution and by the methods used to 
achieve them. A clear understanding of the 
place of the library in the educational pattern 
of the institution is fundamental to the success 
of any building program. To arrive at such an 
understanding is the first step in planning. An 
intelligent plan will insure that the library build- 
ing is adapted to local needs and conditions.’ 

By die beplanning van ’n biblioteekgebou 
moet derhalwe begin word met ’n studie van 
die funksie van die voorgestelde gebou. Waar- 
voor gaan dit gebruik word, hoe en deur wie? 
Vervolgens moet die beplanners hulle rekenskap 
gee van wat in die gebou gebruik gaan word en 
hoe dit georganiseer en geadministreer moet word 


VOORAFBEPLANNING VAN 


Die huidige Potchefstroomse Universiteit het 
in 1919 ontstaan as ’n kollege met 39 studente 
en 10 professore en lektore. In 1921 is dit by die 
Universiteit van Suid-Afrika geinkorporeer as 
universiteitskollege. As gevolg van die snelle 
groei van die Inrigting, wat in tabel 1 weer- 
spieél word, is dit in Maart 1951 verhef tot 
universiteitstatus. 

Die biblioteek van die Inrigting was sedert 
1930 gehuisves in ’n gedeelte van die sg. 
hoofgebou. Die beskikbare ruimte het spoedig 
te klein geword, en die probleem van die doel- 
treffende huisvesting van die biblioteek het 
reeds jarelank die aandag van die outoriteite ge- 
niet. By die benoeming van ’n voltydse bibliote- 
karis in 1947 is aan hom opgedra om tydens sy 
verblyf in die V.S.A. ’n studie van biblioteek- 
geboubeplanning te maak, en in September 
1948 word ’n beplanningskommissie bestaande 
uit die bibliotekaris en ’n verteenwoordiger van 
elke fakulteit benoem om ’n studie te maak van 
die Inrigting se behoeftes met die oog op die 
oprigting van ’n biblioteekgebou. Die werk van 
die kommissie is besonder bemoeilik deur twee 
sake. In die eerste plek is die basis vir bereke- 
ning van die groei van die biblioteek vernietig 


1 Wilson, L. R. and Tauber, M. F. The University 
library: its organization, administration and functions, 
Chicago, University of Chicago press, 1948, bl. 458. 


om dit op die beste wyse beskikbaar te stel vir 
die gebruikers. Alleen dan kan vasgestel word 
hoe die gebou ontwerp moet word om vol- 
doende en doeltreffende ruimte te bied vir die 
gebruikers, die studiemateriaal en vir die per- 
soneel wat dit moet voorberei vir gebruik en 
wat die gebruik moet beheer. Verder moet met 
die moontlikheid van vermeerdering van ge- 
bruikers, studiemateriaal en biblioteekperso- 
neel en van moontlike wysiging in die aard van 
die gebruik rekening gehou word. 

Die funksie wat die universiteitsbiblioteek 
moet verrig, word bepaal deur die eise wat 
gestel word deur die studie en navorsing aan die 
inrigting waaraan hy verbonde is. Dit hou in 
die verskillende studierigtings en -vakke, elk 
met sy eie besondere behoeftes, die doseer- en 
studiemetodes wat toegepas word, die hoeveel- 
heid navorsingswerk wat gedoen word en die 
getal en tipes gebruikers. 


P. U.-BIBLIOTEEK 


toe die hele versameling met alle rekords in 
Februarie 1949 deur brand verwoes is. Verder 
het die Raad in 1949 besluit om die nodige 
stappe te doen om die Kollege deur wetgewing 
tot universiteit verhef te kry, ’n saak waarvan 
die invloed op die groei van die Inrigting en 
op die eise t.o.v. biblioteekgebruik moeilik te 
bepaal was. 

Wat studierigtings betref, was bekend dat die 
Kollege in 1949 opleiding gebied het hoof- 
saaklik in die meer basiese vakke in die fakul- 
teite van lettere en wysbegeerte, natuurwetens- 
kappe, teologie, opvoedkunde, ekonomiese 
wetenskappe en sosiale wetenskappe. Oor 
toekomstige ontwikkeling in hierdie verband 
kon alleen gegis word. Na oorweging van die 
behoeftes van elke vak, het die Kommissie be- 
sluit om ’n sentrale biblioteek vir alle studie- 
materiaal te beplan, en om in die besondere 
behoeftes van sekere vakke te voorsien deur die 
inrigting van seminaarkamers. Ten opsigte van 
natuurwetenskaplike vakke is besluit om mate- 
riaal wat spesiaal vir laboratoriumwerk beno- 
dig word in die verskillende laboratoriumge- 
boue te plaas. 

’n Belangrike faktor wat die aard en omvang 
van biblioteekdiens bepaal, is die studiemetodes 
van die Inrigting. Volgens inligting waaroor 
die Kommissie beskik het, het die doseer- 
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metode wat in ’n groot aantal vakke, veral gedu- 
rende die eerste twee studiejare toegepas is, 
bestaan uit een of meer van die tradisionele 
klassikale metodes, nl. lesings, waarvan stu- 
dente soveel moontlik probeer neerskryf, aan- 
tekeninge of , ,diktate”’ wat afgelees of in afgerol- 
de vorm aan studente verstrek word, en die ge- 
bruik van een of meer leerboeke of handboeke. 
Aangesien hierdie metodes van die student meer 
memoriserings- as ’n studieproses verg, 
werk dit geen intensiewe gebruik van die 
biblioteek in die hand nie —’n feit wat van 
direkte belang is by die bepaling van die 
omvang van die studieruimte waarvoor beplan 
word. Hier moes egter in aanmerking geneem 
word dat die Kollege in die verlede nie oor ’n 
goedtoegeruste en wetenskaplik georganiseerde 
biblioteek beskik het nie en dat die daarstelling 
van sodanige fasiliteite hopelik ’n verandering 
in die toestand teweeg sal bring. Van studente 
in die derde studiejaar word ‘n mate van self- 


studie vereis, terwyl selfstandige studie en 
navorsing wat werklike biblioteekgebruik ve- 
reis, tot hul reg kom in die geval van studente 
wat met gevorderde graadstudie, d.w.s. studie 
vir honneurs-, magisters- en doktorsgrade, 
besig is. 

By die gebruikers van die biblioteek kon die 
Kommissie twee groot kategorieé onderskei. In 
die eerste plek was daar die professore en 
lektore en die studente wat met gevorderde 
graadstudie of navorsing besig was, en tweedens 
die studente wat vir eerste baccalaureus — of 
diplomastudie ingeskryf was. Die behoeftes van 
hierdie twee groepe verskil radikaal t.o.v. bi- 
blioteekgebruik. Waar die eerste groep die 
biblioteek meer intensief en vir lang tydperke 
aaneen gebruik en dus fasiliteite vir ongestoorde 
studie vereis, besoek die laasgenoemde groep 
die biblioteek hoofsaaklik vir aanvullende lees- 
werk, wat gerieflik in ’n studiesaal kan geskied. 


TABEL I 


Uitbreiding van getalle gebruikers 1919-1949 1 


1919 1924 1929 1934 1939 1944 1949 
Dosente .. 10 II 16 19 29 40 74 
Studente 39 172 255 263 455 652 762 
Totaal 49 183 271 282 484 692 836 
TABEL 2 
Gevorderde en ander studente 1940-1949 + 
1940 | 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1946 | 1947 | 1948 | 1949 

Gevorderde stu- 

dente 61 64 79 96 | 109 | 126 | 172 | 186 | 190 | 139 
Ander studente 430 | 505 | 515 | 536 | 543 | 577 | 623 | 644 | 676 | 623 
Totaal 491 | 569 | 594 | 632 | 652 | 703 | 795 | 830 | 866 | 762 
Persent Gevorderde 

studente 12°4 | 11:2! 13°3 | 1§°2 | 16°7 | 17°9 | 21°6 | 22°4 | 21°9 | 18-2 


Die omvang van hierdie ruimtes word bepaal 
deur die aantal gebruikers. Tabel 1 toon die 
groei van personeel- en studentetal vanaf die 


1 Die getalle in 1952 is soos volg: 82 dosente en 
921 studente, waarvan 227 of 24-7 persent met gevor- 
derde studie besig was. 


totstandkoming van die Kollege in 1919 tot 
1949. Met die oog op voorsiening vir die toe- 
koms speel hierdie getalle ’n belangrike rol. Sal 
die Inrigting die groeitempo van die eerste 
dertig jaar handhaaf? Wat sal die getalle na 
dertig jaar wees ? Wat sal die invloed van die 
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omskepping van die Kollege tot ’n universiteit 
hierop wees ? In tabel 2 word die studentetalle 
oor die tydperk 1940 tot 1949 ontleed om vas 
te stel wat die verhouding tussen gevorderde en 
ander studente is. Daaruit blyk dat die persen- 
tasie studente wat met gevorderde studie besig 
was, gevarieer het van 11°2 persent tot 22°4 
persent, met ’n gemiddelde van 17°7 persent. 
Oor die vyf jaar van 1945 tot 1949 was die 
gemiddelde 20°6 persent. Hierdie persentasies 
sal natuurlik aansienlik styg as dosente ook 
bygevoeg word. Daar moes egter in aan- 
merking geneem word dat ’n groot gedeelte van 
die nagraadse studente elders woonagtig is en 
die biblioteek nie vir daaglikse studie gebruik 
nie. 

Volgens standaarde vir Amerikaanse uni- 
versiteite moet studiefasiliteite ingeruim word 
vir ’n minimum van 30 persent van die totale 
aantal studente. Die heersende doseer- en 
studiemetodes van die Inrigting in aanmerking 
geneem en op grond van gegewens i.v.m. die 
gebruik van die biblioteek is deur die Kommis- 
sie beraam dat in die geval van gewone graad- 
en diplomastudente sitplekruimte vir 10 persent 
van die totaal as minimum gestel kan word. Met 
die oog op toekomstige uitbreiding is besluit 
om ’n studiesaal te ontwerp wat 150 tot 160 
studente of ongeveer 25 persent van die stu- 
dente in 1949 kan huisves. Tensy doseer- en 
studiemetodes sodanig verander dat dit ’n 
groter mate van selfstudie en derhalwe inten- 
siewer biblioteekgebruik in die hand werk, 
behoort die studiesaal voldoende ruimte te bied 
tot op die stadium wanneer hierdie studente- 
groep 1500 tot 1600 tel. 

Vir dosente en gevorderde studente is besluit 
om spesiale voorsiening te maak deur die in- 
rigting van ’n aantal kleinere vertrekkies vir 
individuele studie, ’n grotere studievertrek vir 
dosente en ’n aantal seminaarkamers. 

By die beplanning van die ruimte wir die 
studiemateriaal is aandag geskenk aan die jongste 
opvattinge, wat die aaneenskakeling van ruimtes 
vir gebruikers en vir boeke bepleit. Na oor- 
weging van die Inrigting se behoeftes t.o.v. 
gebruik, van personeelbeperkinge ens., is bes- 
luit om aparte magasynruimte te beplan, wat so 
geleé moet wees dat dit gekontroleerde dog 
gemaklike en vrye toegang aan gebruikers uit 
die verskillende studieruimtes bied, om in die 
studiesaal voorsiening te maak vir referensie- 
werke en agter die uitleentoonbank vir gereser- 
veerde boeke. 


Die bepaling van die omvang van die ruimte 
vir studiemateriaal het probleme opgelewer. 
Normaalweg is dit nie moeilik om op grond van 
bestaande voorraad en met behulp van statis- 
tiese gegewens wat die gemiddelde groei van 
biblioteekbesit aantoon, die benodigde ruimte 
vas te stel nie. Tydens die brand in Februarie 
1949 is die inhoud van ons biblioteek vernietig. 
Op grond van die boekevoorraad van ander 
Suid-Afrikaanse universiteits— en kollegebiblio- 
teke en aan die hand van standaarde van 
biblioteekbesit en met inagneming van die 
moontlikheid dat die voorraad as gevolg van die 
brand en van selfstandigwording van die 
Inrigting snel mag groei, is besluit om hier 
ruim voorsiening te maak en wel vir ’n totaal 
van ongeveer 125,000 boekdele. 

Die beplanning van ruimte vir die biblioteek- 
personeel het die Kommissie ook hoofbrekens 
besorg. Die heropbou van die biblioteek na die 
brand het ’n groter personeel vereis as wat 
normaalweg nodig sou wees. Sal die personeel 
later verminder, sal dit konstant bly of sal die 
groei van die biblioteek sodanig wees dat die 
personeel nog aansienlik gaan vermeerder ? Dit 
was ook op daardie stadium moeilik om te 
bepaal in welke afdelings die personeel georga- 
niseer gaan word. Uiteindelik is besluit dat 
aparte ruimtes, funksioneel aaneengeskakel, be- 
plan sal word vir die volgende : katalogisering 
(minstens 6 persone), aanskaffing (minstens 2), 
’n werkkamer, wat moontlik ook deur die 
personeel van die tydskrifafdeling gebruik kan 
word wanneer die kelder as werkkamer ingerig 
word, bibliotekaris, onderbibliotekaris, tiksters 
en ’n personeelruskamer. 

As gevolg van die brand het die Kommissie 
baie min tyd gehad vir die deeglike uitvoering 
van sy belangrike opdrag. Boonop is sy taak 
om voorsiening te maak vir die toekoms t.o.v. 
aard en omvang van ruimte vir gebruikers en 
studiemateriaal en vir die eise wat die Inrigting 
moontlik in die toekoms aan sy biblioteek sal 
stel as gevolg van die uitbreiding van studie- 
kursusse en moontlike nuwe doseer- en studie- 
metodes, besonder bemoeilik deur die biblio- 
teekbrand en die feit dat die kollege op ’n 
oorgangstadium verkeer het. Met die oog op die 
onbepaalbare faktore en die feit dat weens 
finansiéle oorwegings nie te ruim beplan kon 
word nie is sterk beklemtoon dat die gebou so 
ontwerp moet word dat dit vertikaal en hori- 
sontaal uitgebrei kan word. Uitbreidingsmoont- 
likhede moet nie beperk wees tot die aanbou van 
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een of meer vertrekke nie, maar moet sodanig 
wees dat die gebou uiteindelik ’n onderdeel van 
’n groter kompleks kan wees. Verder moet dit hom 
leen tot gemaklike herrangskikking van ruimtes 


met die minimum strukturele veranderinge. 

Hierdie oorwegings het daartoe gelei dat die 
argitek versoek is om ’n modulére gebou te 
ontwerp. 


MODULERE GEBOU 


Modulére beplanning is nie nuut, rewolu- 
sionér of ingewikkeld nie en word reeds lank 
en met welslae toegepas by die oprigting van 
fabrieke. In sy artikel New Possibilities in Li- 
brary Planning — Proposals for the Library of the 
Future} sé Angus Snead Macdonald: ,,A mo- 
dular system of construction is one wherein 
the cubage between the exterior walls, founda- 
tions and roof is divided into equal rectangular 
prisms of space, bordered on top and bottom 
by floors and ceilings and on the vertical edges 
by structural columns. Aside from the columns, 
there should be nothing to interfere with the 
free use of the space except for such things as 
main stairways, elevators and lavatories. The 
columns may be spaced equally in both direc- 
tions, although this is not essential. The spacing 
may be whatever best suits the site. For reasons 
of economy and adaptability of plan, however, 
it is well to keep the horizontal dimension 
within the range of about 18 ft. to 24 ft. With 
such equal modules constructed with great 
precision and having perfectly flat ceilings, it is 
possible to rearrange the library at any time 
with the assurance that the partitions, shelving 
and other facilities moved from one location to 
another will always exactly fit the new.” 

Die groot voordeel wat hierdie stelsel bied 
word kernagtig gestel deur William R. Randall, 
waar hy sé: ,,Adaptable construction is simply 
a type of construction which furnishes a maxi- 
mum of free space within the enclosing walls 
... Under this system of construction, the old 
terms of reading room and stackroom and ca- 
talog room and reference room disappear from 
the vocabulary. A library building becomes 
simply an area of usable floor space surrounded 
by walls. What individual units of this floor 
space are to be used for depends upon the needs 
of the time. A given square foot may be part of 
reader space to-day ; it may be used for book 
storage to-morrow ; and five years hence it may 
be a corner in a professor’s study room.’ 

Die modulére beginsel kan streng deurgevoer 


' Library Journal. Des. 15, 1945. 
* Randall, W. M. Some principles for library 


word, wat beteken dat elke modulus ’n self- 
standige eenheid vorm, wat horisontaal bo en 
onder deur beton- of staalbalke met dak en 
vloer, en vertikaal deur vier beton- of staal- 
pilare begrens word. Dit kan egter ook in 
gewysigde vorm toegepas word: hoogtes van 
moduli kan wissel en pilare kan weggelaat word 
waar oop ruimtes as onontbeerlik beskou word. 


Daar is geen standaard grootte vir ’n modulus 
nie. Die afmetinge behoort na die eise van elke 
afsonderlike gebou vasgestel te word. In oorleg 
met ingenieurs het argitekte Meiring en Naude 
vir hierdie gebou ’n modulus bepaal van 18 vt. 
lank, 16 vt. 6 dm. breed en g vt. 4 dm. hoog 
en met ’n vloeropperviakte van byna 300 vk. vt. 
Vir studiedoeleindes kan dit sitplekke vir 16 
lesers verskaf met voorsiening vir ruimte tussen 
tafels en stoele. In die magasyn bied dit rak- 
ruimte vir 40 standaard seksies van 3 vt. breed 
met ruimtes van 3 vt. tussen rakke. Bereken 
op die basis van 100 Cu-boeke per enkel seksie 
van 3 vt. breed en 7 vt. 6 dm. hoog, kan ’n 
modulus 4,000 boekdele herberg. 


Die gebou, wat drie moduli hoog is, bestaan 
uit ’n middegedeelte met twee vleuels. Die 
eersgenoemde bevat die studiesaal en ’n ge- 
deelte van die magasyn, wat elk twee rye van 
ses moduli beslaan. In die studiesaal word die 
ruimte van twee hiervan in beslag geneem 
deur die katalogus en die uitleen- en kontrole- 
toonbank. In die orige tien is lang studietafels 
aangebring, wat tesaam aan 160 persone sitplek 
verskaf. Met die oog op die grootte van die 
saal is dit so ontwerp dat dit twee moduli hoog 
is. Om ’n ongebroke vloeroppervlakte te hé is 
die pilare in die saal weggelaat, wat meegebring 
het dat die pilare wat dit aan die noorde en 
suide begrens, verdubbel moes word. Vir 
referensieboeke beid die saal rakruimte vir 
3,300 Cu-boeke. Hierdie getal kan verhoog 
word deur die aanbring van meer rakke ten 
koste van sitplekruimte. Op ’n middevloer, wat 
op die saal uitsien, is 12 klein vertrekke 


planning (in College and Research Libraries, dl. VII, 
bl. 324). 
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vir individuele studie aangebring, elk toegerus 
met lessenaar, stoel en boekrak. 

Die magasynruimte, wat oor twee verdie- 
pings strek, bestaan uit 28 moduli, wat 112,000 
Cu-boeke kan bevat. Toegang tot die magasyn 
is vry vir alle gebruikers. 

Die kontroletoonbank is so geplaas dat toe- 
gang tot die studiesaal en tot die magasyn 
daarvandaan beheer kan word. 

In die oostelike vleuel is die kantore vir die 
biblioteekpersoneel ingerig en wel so dat waar 
nodig maklik toegang tot die katalogus, naslaan- 
werke en magasyn verkry kan word, en dat die 
werk verrig kan word met so min verlies aan 
energie en tyd as moontlik. 

Die westelike vleuel, wat sy eie ingang het, 
bevat seminaarkamers, studievertrek vir 
doserende personeel en ruimte vir ’n fotogra- 
fiese afdeling. Hierdie gedeelte is verbind met 
die res van die biblioteek dog kan indien vereis 
heeltemal afgesluit word. 

Die konstruksie van die gebou is sodanig dat 
herindeling en -rangskikking van ruimtes 
moontlik is. Ongelukkig was dit nie moontlik 
om by die afskorting van ruimtes gebruik te 


maak van ander materiaal as dun baksteenmure. 
Na grondige ondersoek het dit geblyk dat ma- 
teriaal vir afskortings, wat tegelyk brandvry, 
duursaam, mooi en nie te duur is nie, destyds 
onverkrygbaar was. 

Vir toekomstige uitbreiding is ruim voorsorg 
getref. Die konstruksie is sterk genoeg om ’n 
derde verdieping te kan dra. Die vleuels kan 
albei in oostelike en westelike rigting verleng 
word en na agter d.w.s. na die suide kan die 
hele gebou met ongeveer drie keer sy huidige 
breedte uitgebrei word. 

Die gebou, wat ontwerp is deur argitekte 
Meiring en Naude en opgerig is deur mnre. 
Van Heerden en Johnson, het met uitrusting 
£65,000 gekos. 

As blyk van waardering vir sy dienste as 
rektor van die Inrigting sedert 1919 tot by sy 
afsterwe in 1951, is die gebou vernoem na wyle 
prof. dr. F. Postma. 

Mag die gebou voldoen aan die eise wat nou 
en in die toekoms aan hom gestel sal word, 
en mag hy meewerk om die biblioteek sy re- 
gmatige en noodsaaklike plek aan die Universi- 
teit te laat inneem. 


BRANCH LIBRARY BUILDINGS IN JOHANNESBURG 


by P. M. SPEIGHT 


Deputy City Librarian, Johannesburg 


JOHANNESBURG has been fortunate in the sites 
available for the two branch libraries that have 
been built since 1940. In both cases it has been 
possible to have a long frontage to the north, 
which means that full advantage can be taken 
of our warm winter sunshine, while in summer 
it will be cool and breezy. ‘The two branches 
have many features in common ; they are about 
the same size, and each consists of a one-roomed 
library, with an office anda work-room attached. 

The first to be built was the branch in 
Kensington, situated at one corner of Rhodes 
Park. Its entrance is close to the street, while the 
north windows look through a vista in the park 
down to the lake. The exterior is of stone and 
rough-cast plaster with a shingled roof. The 
library proper is approximately 58 ft.x 25 ft., 
with an alcove for reference books, about 5 ft. 


deep opposite the entrance. Further shallow 
alcoves are made by bookcases 3 ft. wide pro- 
jecting into the room between the windows on 
the north and south sides. Venetian blinds are 
fitted to the north windows, and at the eastern 
end there are three small windows 6 ft. from 
the floor. Bookshelves and furniture are of 
brown polished wood, while the walls are 
painted in cream, and the floor is of green 
asphaltic tiles. This scheme may sound dull, but 
the books themselves in their bright and cheer- 
ful bindings provide the needed colour accent. 
There is tubular electric heating, and fluores- 
cent lighting. Furniture comprises small tables 
and armchairs with spring seats, for those who 
wish to browse, as well as a large table and 
upright chairs in the reference alcove. 

The counter enclosure deserves special men- 
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tion, for it is of a type that has been evolved out 
of experience with all our branch libraries. The 
one at Rhodes Park Branch is a little too small, 
but the Brixton Branch (see plan) has what we 
consider to be exactly right for a branch 
of that size. Our Branch libraries are run 
by a staff of either three or four persons, and 
except at rush hours, only two will be on duty 
at a time, while there may be one alone some- 
times. The counter must not be too big, or the 
staff will have to take many unnecessary steps 
between the issue and return sides. But tasks 
such as sending overdue notices, renewing 
tickets, and so on, have to be done in addition 
to issuing and discharging books and, though 
it might be possible to do them in the office or 
workroom, they are secondary to the main duty 
of assisting readers, and so must be done on 
the counter in whatever intervals occur. Thus 
the counter must be large enough to provide 
working-space for clerical routines and sorting- 
space for books. The solution we have found 
is to have a long, rather narrow counter between 
the entrance and exit doors, and special care 
has been taken to make it as comfortable and 
convenient as possible for the staff who must 
spend so many hours in it. There is-a sprung 
wooden floor, raised a few inches above the 
floor of the library, with a ramp leading up. 
This saves much fatigue, since to stand for any 
length of time on concrete (disguised by resi- 
lient-seeming tiles though it be) is most tiring. 
There are efficient heaters for winter use, and 
the staff have chairs high enough for them to 
work at counter-level. 

Not much need be said about the office 
quarters. There are the usual cupboards, tables 
and lockers, with bookshelves for spare stock 
and for books awaiting binding. Hot water is 
provided by a small electric heater of the push- 
through type ; there is a plug for boiling a kettle, 
and a sink in the workroom. A second sink, for 
the cleaner’s use, is to be found in the small 
room where brooms, and other cleaning mate- 
rials are stored. 

Brixton Branch, as has already been said, is 
very like Rhodes Park in its essential features. 
Both of them are planned to look more like 
houses than public institutions; they are 
neighbourhood affairs, and must not give the 
impression that they are too grand or important 
for ordinary folk to use. Brixton is built of dark 
red brick with a tiled roof ; it faces north on to 
the street, from which it is separated by a lawn 


about 30 ft. wide. Built-in window-boxes out- 
side the windows of the children’s alcove pro- 
vide a note of colour for most of the year. The 
entry and exit doors of the library proper are on 
the left as you enter the vestibule ; the wall 
between them consists partly of a screen of 
opaque glass tiles, so that the vestibule will 
not appear to be mainly blank walls. Opposite 
is a large glazed display screen. As you enter 
the library, the 16 ft. long counter is on the 
right, and the children’s alcove with its low 
bookshelves on the left, which makes for easy 
supervision. The reference books, on which it 
is also necessary to keep a watchful eye, are 
opposite the issue-counter on the other side of 
the room. Between the long windows on the 
north side the Afrikaans books are housed. This 
section is important in Brixton, which is mainly 
an Afrikaans-speaking neighbourhood, and the 
books have been allocated to this part of the 
room in order to spread the readers. There are 
no projecting bookcases to form alcoves ; the 
whole of the east and south walls are lined with 
the standard height (7 ft. 6 in.) bookshelves, 
while above them are windows. The whole 
effect is one of light, air and space, with green- 
upholstered armchairs and small tables to add 
an informal air of comfort. The room measures 
56 ft. by 24 ft. with an additional 15 ft. 3 in. by 
g ft. recess for the children’s library. The 
exterior dimensions of the counter are 16 ft. 
by 9 ft. 6in.; there is of course an open entrance 
to it at the east end, which does not appear on 
the plan. As the office and staff accommodation 
is similar to what is provided at Rhodes Park, 
there is no need to describe it. 

The question of building costs is usually of 
great interest, especially to those librarians who 
are themselves planning to build structures si- 
milar in size. These two branches have one cu- 
rious feature ; though building costs have risen 
steadily, Rhodes Park built in 1946-47, cost 
£8,138, while Brixton, in 1948-49, was only 
£7,200. Both these figures include furniture 
and equipment. The City Engineer’s Depart- 
ment prepared the plans for both, but while 
Rhodes Park was built departmentally, Brixton 
was built by a contractor on tender, under 
departmental supervision. The experience gain- 
ed at Rhodes Park enabled certain savings 
to be effected when the plans for Brixton were 
drawn up, and the slope of the ground at Rho- 
des Park increased the cost of foundations there. 

No word has yet been said about the most 
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important feature of any library — its book- 
stock. Both these branches have space on the 
open shelves for about 6,000 volumes, with a 
few hundred more behind the scenes. The 
stock comprises the usual categories of books for 
adults and children, and a small collection of 
general reference books. Most of the new “non- 
fiction” books bought for the branches are 
pooled in a central stock, from which each 
branch librarian draws her requirements. In 
this way, the stock can be freshened by frequent 
changes, and it is economical, for some of the 
less popular books will serve all the branches 
before they are worn out. At present, each 
branch has a card catalogue of all its holdings, 
but a change in this policy is being considered 
for reasons of economy both in staff-time, and 
in space in catalogue-trays. As an experiment, 


no catalogue cards will be sent out for new 
children’s books. Some librarians consider that 
branch libraries with a stock of about 10,000 
volumes do not need catalogues at all, as the 
staff can, and should, know their stock. This 
theory pre-supposes a staff that stays long 
enough to learn it, but with a high rate of 
staff turn-over, some simple form of catalogue 
is essential; the full cataloguing required for 
central library stocks is not necessary. 

The hours of opening at both Rhodes Park 
and Brixton are from 10.0 a.m. to 1 p.m., and 
2.0 p.m. to 8.0 p.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays. On Wednesdays, they 
close at 1.0 p.m., and on Saturdays at 6.0 p.m. 
Issues during the year July 1951 — June 1952 
were 156,322 at Rhodes Park and 97,366 at 
Brixton. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY PLANNING : 
NOTES ON SOME RECENT PUBLICATIONS 


by ANTHONY THOMPSON * 
Royal Institute of British Architects’ Library 


Brown, J. D. Manual of library economy. 6th ed. by W. C. Berwick Sayers. London, Graf- 
ton, 1949. Chapter IX. Library buildings. 


This chapter approaches buildings, as the Manual does the whole of librarianship, entirely 
from the public library angle. It lays down useful principles for planning a public library, beginning 
with the excellent advice that the architect should be guided by the librarian. Recommended mea- 
surements are then given for passages, shelves, newspaper stands, etc. This entire section is very 
practical. There follows a section on large library buildings, referring chiefly to English examples, 
although the Enoch Pratt Library, Baltimore, is mentioned as the outstanding example of a 
departmentalized public library building. A longer section is devoted to the small branch 
public library, with plans and illustrations. This is a field in which recent British buildings are in 
many ways exemplary, and here some of the best are printed out, and a few illustrated. Finally 
some planning details are given on lighting, heating, ventilation and acoustics. 


Library architecture: article by P. P. Cret and W. F. Bogner in the Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, 14th ed., 1947. 


This is an interesting short article originally written by the American architect Paul Philippe 
Cret, designer of the Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, D.C. French-born and trained, 
the writer traces the development of library buildings from the St. Geneviéve Library and the 
Bibliothéque Nationale in Paris to the great American libraries of the years between 1875 and the 
1920's. The emphasis of the 1947 article is on American library buildings, although it includes 


* Mr. Thompson was formerly on the staff of the 


been appointed as the Deputy Librarian of the 
University of Cape Town Libraries, and has recently 


Durban section of the Natal University Library. 
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Alvar Aalto’s design for the public library at Viipuri, Finland, and praises the Swiss National 
Library building at Berne. 


Ashburner, E. H. Modern public libraries, their planning and design. London, Grafton, 1946. 


This has become the standard work on library buildings in Great Britain. Photographs and 
plans are given of branch library buildings at Norris Green, Liverpool ; West Humberstone, Lei- 
cester; Weir Hall Branch, Edmonton; Yardley Wood Branch at Birmingham, and some others. 
Central libraries are illustrated by Hendon Central, St. Marylebone, Sheffield, Manchester, 
and the author’s own library at Huddersfield. There are chapters on furniture, heating, ventilation 
and lighting, with systematic recommendations on equipment conforming with accepted British 
standards. In addition there are some very practical folding diagrams giving drawings with measure- 
ments for service counters for adult and juvenile libraries, shelving for various purposes, tables 
and ventilation equipment. 


Schunk, Russell J. Pointers for public library building planners. Chicago, American Library 
Association, 1945. 


This 70-page pamphlet claims to be ‘‘an easy introduction to the subject”. Mr. Schunk points 
out how the library committee, the librarian and the architect can work together on the planning 
of a new building “‘with pleasant anticipation”. The writer deals systematically in short chapters 
with the services to be provided, publicity for fund-raising, remodelling an older building, and 
moving a library to new quarters. The second half of the pamphlet is devoted to detailed informa- 
tion on structure and equipment. Hints are given on such items as moisture in basements, lifts, 
carrels, cupboards, display windows, floor coverings, lighting, book trucks, catalogue cabinets, 
display racks, and many other details which the anxious librarian wishes the architect to consider 
carefully. An appendix of reference data includes percentage costs and most of the necessary 
measurements. 


Co-operative Committee on library building plans. The Orange Conference. Philadelphia, 
1946. 


Organized by Snead & Co., of Orange, Virginia, this conference of librarians and architects 
discussed many aspects of modern library planning, including modular and unit design. Although 
the examples discussed and illustrated are chiefly university and college library buildings, a number 
of important principles of general application are expounded, and the ideas then broached 
have since been incorporated and developed in a number of libraries in the U.S.A. and elsewhere. 


Fussler, Herman H. ed. Library buildings for library service: papers presented before 
the Library Institute, University of Chicago, 1946. Chicago, American Library 
Association, 1947. 


This symposium begins with the assumption that the ideal library has still to be built, and 
can only be achieved by studying the needs of readers, the technical and administrative functions 
of the library, and the nature of the book-stock. The architect’s task is then to realize these in 
brick, steel, stone and glass. Public, university and special libraries are not considered separately, 
as they are only variants of the common library problem. Contributors to this important work 
include W. W. Bishop of Michigan, R. E. Ellsworth, Robert A. Milles and others, many of whom 
have since had the opportunity of translating their theories into realities. 


The library building (American Institute of Architects, Building type reference guide, no. 3). 
Chicago, American Library Association, 1947. 


This pamphlet of 50 pages supplements Mr. Schunk’s work, reviewed above. This “reference 
guide” does not set up rigid standards, but tries to present authoritative opinions on theories and 
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trends in present-day planning, with specialized articles on Library lighting and American archival 
architecture. 


Miller, E. I. Buildings for small public libraries, prepared for the American Library Associa- 
tion’s Committee on library planning. Chicago, A.L.A., 1950. 


This pamphlet makes no attempt to cover the ground already described in works such as 
Wheeler and Githens’ well-known American public library buildings, Lowe’s Small public library 
buildings, and Schunk’s brochure already reviewed above. Its aim is to present some examples of 
recently-built small libraries in different parts of North America, each being illustrated by a 
plan and either a sketch or a photograph, with a short informative annotation. Among the examples 
shown are buildings adapted for use as libraries— two shops, two banks, two churches and a barn. 
There is a useful two-page bibliography on branch libraries, and the adaptation of buildings for 
library use. Two Canadian libraries are included. 


The Central Library, Lucerne, Switzerland. (In Bauwelt, no. 40, pp. 157-62, 1952); also 
in Schweizerische Bauzeitung (Zurich), 31 May 1952, pp. 318-21 & plates 17-20. 


This fine new building, completed in 1951, is worthy of particular notice. The architect has 
clearly taken great trouble to provide an efficient and spacious library, with ample storage space 
in a bookstack planned to hold half-a-million volumes, and at the same time to provide quiet, 
inspiring surroundings for the readers. 'To achieve this the public rooms have been placed in the 
centre of the building, isolated from a noisy adjacent street by the huge bookstack in between. 
The reading room overlooks an interior courtyard planted with shrubs and lawns, designated as 
the “‘Lesehof”, where seats are provided for outdoor reading. There are large windows and glass 
doors to allow plenty of natural light and views into the garden. Waiting-room, public catalogues 
and loan desk are combined in one large room, thus ensuring economy of staff and good super- 
vision, as well as a saving in building costs. The reading room seats 80, contains the open- 
access reference collection, and has no alcoves, which would be difficult to supervise. Two 
soundproof typewriting rooms are provided. 

This library seems to incorporate many important merits of efficiency, economy, and quiet 
and comfort for readers. 


AAN INTEKENAARS 


Suid-Afrikaanse biblioteke is die amptelike orgaan 
van die Suid-Afrikaanse Biblioteekvereniging. Dit 
word kosteloos uitgestuur aan volle lede, wat hulle 
jaarlikse intekengeld op of voor 1 Julie betaal het. 
Adres van die Ere-Redakteur: p/a Suid-Afrikaanse 
Biblioteek, Die Laan, Kaapstad. 

Los nommers: Lede 4s., Nie-lede 5s. 6d., verkrybaar 
by die Ere-Sekretaris, Oostelaan, 181, Arcadia, Pre- 
toria. 

Artikels oor vraagstukke met betrekking tot die 
biblioteekwese en bibliografie word aangevra. 
Aantekenings en nuusberigte uit die biblioteek- 
wéreld oor bedrywighede van allerlei aard, nuwe en 
verboude biblioteekgeboue, ens., sal verwelkom word. 
Op koerantuitknipsels moet die betrokke passas- 
sies duidelik aangewys word, en die datum en her- 
koms vermeld word. 

Enige bydraes wat reeds elders vir publikasie inge- 
stuur is moet vergesel word van die nodige verwys- 
ings en van ’n nota van vergunning tot oorname. 


EN MEDEWERKERS 


Die Vereniging aanvaar geen verantwoordelikheid 
vir menings wat deur medewerkers geuit word nie. 


Kopie moet die Redakteur minstens twee maande 
voor die verskyningsdatum bereik, nl. 1 Mei vir die 
Julie-nommer, 1 Augustus vir die Oktober-nommer, 
1 November vir dir Januarie-nommer, en 1 Februarie 
vir die April-nommer. 


Medewerkers word vriendelik versoek om in ag te 
neem dat manuskrifte behoort getik te word, met 
dubbel-spasiéring, redelike randruimte en by voor- 
keur op bladsye van kwartoformaat (10 x 8 duim): 
Manuskrifte behoort voor insending sorgvuldig na- 
gesien te word, daar veranderings nadat die druk 
geset is hoé onkoste meebring. 


Boeke en biblioteekpublikasies, soos bulletins, katalo- 
gusse en verslae, wat vir aankondiging of resensie 
ingestuur word, word uiteindelik tot die Biblioteek 
van die Vereniging, Posbus 397, Pretoria, toegevoeg. 
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DIE HOLLANDSE BIBLIOTEEKSTRUKTUUR 


deur S. J. KRITZINGER 
Hoofbibliotekaris van die Staatsdiens 


Dat IN HOLLAND meer voedsel is vir die lig- 
gaam as in Engeland, getuig die “dubbele uit- 
smijter” (sny brood met ham en twee gebraaide 
eiers daarop) wat ek in die spoorwegverver- 
singskamer van Hoek-van-Holland ter verster- 
king van die innerlike mens kon geniet. As dit 
nie was dat die Engelse ’n lesende volk is en 
eenvoudig nie sonder sy koerant en boek kan 
lewe nie, sou mens na analogie hiervan geneé 
wees om aan te neem dat die Engelse ook ’n 
tekort het aan die geestelike voeding wat ’n 
goeie boek met hom meebring. Die leesgierig- 
heid van die Engelse volk is egter ’n waarborg 
dat sy biblioteke, hoewel sommige miskien oud, 
onaantreklik en arm, tog in voldoende getalle sal 
bestaan en ten minste redelik toegerus sal wees. 

Maar wat is nou die posisie in Holland ? Ek 
wend my eerstens na Dr. L. Brummel?, Direk- 
teur van die ,,Koninklijke Bibliotheek”’, Den 
Haag, en toe na Dr. H. E. Greve ? Sekretaris en 
Inspekteur van die ,,Centrale Vereeniging voor 
Openbare Leeszalen en Bibliotheken”* en 
destyds ook Direkteur van die Openbare Lees- 
saal en Biblioteek, Den Haag (het einde 1948 
as sulks afgetree). Van hierdie twee vooraan- 
staande kollegas ontvang ek belangrike informa- 
sie. Ek behandel dan vervolgens die biblioteek- 
posisie in Nederland onder die volgende afde- 
lings : 


1. Samestelling 

Voor 1908 het nog slegs enkele openbare 
biblioteke en leessale bestaan en tot 1910 het die 
owerheid geen morele of geldelike steun aan 
lektuurvoorsiening vir die Nederlandse volk 
verleen nie. Daar is ook nooit in erns daarop 
aangedring nie. Die openbare biblioteekstelsels 
van Duitsland en Engeland het egter geleidelik 
deur middel van propagandiste en artikels tot 
Nederlandse bodem deurgedring, totdat daar 
in 1913 gekies moes word tussen twee stelsels : 
(a) Baie honderde klein bibliotekies met be- 
treklik geringe geldelike bate en 


1Ek is besondere dank verskuldig aan Dr. L. 
eee, wat hierdie artikel goedgunstiglik nagesien 

4 Sien H. E. Greve. Leeszaalpolitiek in Nederland. 


(b) Grotere biblioteke waar die plaaslike be- 
volking groot en gedifferensiéerd genoeg 
was om op ruim staatsubsidies aanspraak 
te maak. Albei stelsels het hulle voor- en 
nadele. Verspreiding bring met hom mee 
versnippering van kragte en onvermyde- 
like sentrale beheer van die kant van die 
owerheid. Beperking beteken die prysgee 
van die ylbewoonde bevolking, maar dit 
skep in die woorde van Dr. Greve ,,ste- 

_ vige, levensvatbare, uitstralende bibliothe- 
ken in de centra van geestelijk en maatsch- 
appelijk verkeer’”’. Die keuse het op die laaste 
geval en so het die nuwere tipe ,, openbare 
leeszaal en bibliotheek’’, wat hom gelykstel 
met die Engels-Amerikaans ,,public li- 
brary” en die Duitse ,,Biicher— und Leseh- 
alle’, tot stand gekom. 


Behalwe die Sentrale Staatsbiblioteek (Ko- 
ninklijke Bibliotheek), die universiteits- en spe- 
siale biblioteke, bestaan daar dus in Nederland 
die openbare biblioteke en leessale. Laasge- 
noemde gaan nie uit van die gemeente of 
stadsraad nie, maar van private verenigings. 
Daar bestaan ’n stelsel van subsidering wat 
deur die Ryk gereél word en gebaseer is op die 
getal inwoners. As voorwaarde word gestel dat 
die gemeente (stadsraad) self ’n subsidie moet 
gee en in sommige gevalle maak die Provinsie 
ook ’n bydrae. Hierdie subsidiebepaling berus 
nie op wetgewing nie, maar slegs op ministe- 
riéel-besluit. As sulks staan dit dus agter Eu- 
ropese lande, soos Denemarke, met moderne 
biblioteekwetgewing en kan ’n gevaarlike posi- 
sie skep, ofskoon die openbare mening geen 
,Knoei-werk”’ sal duld nie. 

Daar bestaan slegs vier gemeentelike of mu- 
nisipale biblioteke. Die ander (sowat 95) is 
opgerig deur privaat komitees en word swaar 
gesubsidieer. Hierdie biblioteke staan vry en 
los teenoor mekaar. Al goewermentsbeheer 


waaraan hulle onderhewig is, is dat hulle moet 
’s Gravenhage, Uitgeversfonds der Bibliotheek— 
Vereenigingen, 1940. 

3 Dr. Greve het in Januarie 1952 om gesondheids- 
redes as Inspekteur afgetree. 
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voldoen aan sekere algemene staatsubsidievoor- 
waardes. Die biblioteke beheer hulleself egter 
deur die ,,Centrale Vereniging voor Openbare 
Leeszalen en Bibliotheken’”’. Hierdie liggaam 
het verder ’n Kommissie van Toesig, waarvan 
die lede deur die Vereniging benoem is en met 
een regeringsverteenwoordiger daarop, n.l. Dr. 
L. Brummel (sedert 1944). Die Inspekteur tree 
op as Sekretaris van die Kommissie. Hy word 
egter nie deur die staat besoldig nie, maar deur 
die Vereniging wie se inkomste tog hoofsaaklik 
van die staat afkomstig is. Die huidige Inspek- 
teur is aan geen biblioteek verbonde nie en die 
inspeksie is vir hom sy dagtaak. 

Die Vereniging doen verder die volgende : 


(1) Gee ’n jaarboek uit ; 

(2) Gee ’n tydskrif uit nl. ,,Bibliotheek- 

(3) Sorg vir die opleiding van bibliotekarisse; 

(4) Sorg vir die instelling van ’n ouder- 
domspensioenskema by aftrede op 65 jaar. 


Voor die moderne biblioteke en leessale tot 
stand gekom het, was daar oral in die land die 
sogenaamde ,,volksbibliotheken” van die ou 
Maatschappij tot nut van ’t algemeen”’. Daar- 
naas was ook nog die volksbiblioteke wat uit- 
gegaan het van kerklike organisasies, plaaslike 
verenigings of afdelings van die ,, Maatschappy 
van nijverheid”, ens. Die doel van hierdie bi- 
blioteke was om te dien as “‘lering en verposing 
van die werkman en den kleinen middenstand”’. 
Hulle het onder die goedbedoelde voogdy ge- 
staan van welwillende dames en here, geeste- 
likes, fabrieksleiers, e.a. Die versorging en be- 
diening was dus in die hande van amateurs en 
die middels tot onderhoud was maar beskeie. 
As gevolg van die hoé lidmaatskapgelde was die 
groter biblioteke vir die breé volksmassa een- 
voudig gesluit. Hoewel daar nog van hierdie 
volksbiblioteke bestaan, lyk dit tog hoogwaar- 
skynlik dat hulle geleidelik by die plattelandse 
biblioteekorganisasie ingeskakel sal word. Die 
Provinsies gaan ook nou meer en meer voort 
met die instelling van hul eie biblioteekdienste 
vir die platteland. Vroeér moes die openbare bi- 
blioteke self toesien in hoeverre die plattelandse 
bewoners bedien moet word. Nou begin die 
provinsies met ’n organisasie vir plattelandse 
lektuurvoorsiening en dié sal naas die reisende 
biblioteke fungeer. ’n Sentrale boekery sal op- 

1 “Ribliotheekleven” onder redaksie van Dr. F. 


Kossmann, Statensingel 93C, Rotterdam. Verskyn 
maandeliks. ‘‘Bibliotheekleven”’ is sowel die tydskrif 


BIBLIOTEKE 


gebou word om gemeenskappe te dien wat nie 
deur die openbare biblioteke gehelp word nie. 

Daar is reeds melding gemaak van die “Cen- 
trale Vereeniging voor Reizende Bibliotheken’’. 
Hierdie vereniging is aan die begin van die eeu 
gestig en beywer hom om klein gemeenskappe 
(onder 5,000 inwoners) van ligte leesstof te 
voorsien. Dit sluit nie vakboeke in nie. Gewoon- 
lik word die uitleen van sulke boeke gratis deur 
predikante en onderwysers in liefde onderneem. 
Soms word ook aan die volksboekerye geleen. 
Dit geskied in die vorm van kaste, wat ongeveer 
100 boeke elk bevat. 


2. Opleiding van Bibliotekarisse 

Ek het nie diepgaande ondersoek hierna in- 
gestel nie, maar kan tog een en ander noem. 

Die ,,Centrale Vereniging van Openbare 
Leeszalen”’ sorg vir die opleiding van bibliote- 
karisse vir die openbare leessale. Daarvoor bes- 
taan daar ’n opleidingskommissie wat vir die 
volgende voorsiening maak : 


(a) Assistentsopleiding (dit wil sé leessaal- 
assistente) en die opleiding duur 2 jaar ; 
(b) Direkteursopleiding (meer bepaald vir 
hoofde van biblioteke of die seniorposte 
en die opleiding neem ’n verdere jaar). 


Die assistent-opleiding is van ’n praktiese 
aard en die van die directeurs meer akademies 
en fundamenteel. Kandidate moet ook gelykty- 
dig in biblioteke werk. Daar word een kursus 
per week wat die hele dag duur op ses verskil- 
lende plekke in die land doseer. Leerlinge reis 
na die naaste plek en kry daartoe verlof van 
hulle hoofde. Verder kry hulle ook huiswerk om 
te doen. Na twee jaar suksesvolle studie ontvang 
hulle die diploma. By openbare biblioteke is dit 
die reél dat alle assistente opgelei moet wees. 
Voordat kandidate egter toegelaat word tot die 
opleiding van die ,,Centrale Vereniging” moet 
hulle in besit wees van die ,,einddiploma Ho- 
gere Burgerschool of Gymnasium’’. 

Langs die opleiding van biblioteekamptenare 
in die openbare biblioteke bestaan dus die ander 
opleiding vir tegniese en administratiewe biblio- 
teke, terwyl die groot wetenskaplike biblioteke 
reeds ’n aantal jare hulle nie-amptelik besig hou 
met die opleiding van wetenskaplike personeel. 

Tydens die oorlog is ’n nuwe opleiding in- 
gestel meer in besonder vir gespesialiseerde 


van die “Centrale Vereniging voor Openbare Leesza- 
len en Bibliotheeken” as van die ‘“Nederlandse Vere- 
niging van Bibliothecarissen’’. 
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biblioteke, of vir , handel en industrie’’, soos dit 
aan my verduidelik is. Die seksie , Speciale 
Bibliotheken” van die ,, Nederlandsche Vereeni- 
ging van Bibliotheken” is hiervoor verantwoor- 
delik. Die hele kursus neem vier jaar en vir die 
direkteurseksamen kan eers ingeskryf word na- 
dat ’n jaar verloop het en nog een jaar praktiese 
werk in ’n biblioteek verrig is. Hierdie is ’n 
nuwe ontwikkeling wat eers sy merk sal moet 
maak. 


3. Oorlogskade 

In teenstelling met wat verwag kan word, 
wil dit uit getuienis blyk dat die skade aan bi- 
blioteke wat regstreeks aan die oorlog toege- 
skrywe kan word nie wyd van omvang was nie. 

Die bibliotekaris van een van die grootste 
openbare biblioteke het gesé: ,,Die Duitsers 
het ons boekery met vrede gelaat, maar ons eie 
mense het ’n 5,000 boekdele verlore laat gaan.” 

Die bibliotekaris van ’n ander wéreld-be- 
kende inrigting het hom soos volg uitgedruk : 
Ons boekery is tydens die Duitse bewind nie 
veel lastig geval nie, hoewel van die waarde- 
volste boeke in die hoofdyke met lugreéling en 
met die wete van die Duitsers gebére is.” Dit 
blyk egter dat die manlike personeel ’n paar 
keer moes ,,onderduiken” maar nie juis dat 
hulle gevaar geloop het om deur die ,,moffen” 
vir arbeidsdiens na Duitsland weggevoer te word 
nie. 

In Rotterdam is die terrein in die omtrek van 
die openbare leessaal en biblioteek seker vir ’n 
myl in deursny deur bombardering aan die 
begin van die inval plat gelé. Maar as deur ’n 
goddelike beskikking is die biblioteek — ’n 
mooi nuwe gebou — met verlies van slegs sy 
klein torinkie gespaar gebly. Dis dan ook die 
enigste gebou wat aan die randjie van die groot 
verwoesting feitlik ongeskonde bly staan het. 
En so het hierdie ligpunt van die beskawing met 
sy 250,000 bande waaraan reeds vanaf 1604 be- 
gin bou is en wat oor die 1,000 items van die 
werke van die groot skrywer en humanis, Eras- 
mus, bymekaar gemaak het, die destydse gevaar 
van gedeeltelik of ten volle uitgewis te word 


vrygespring. 


4. Enige treffende verskynsels 
Graag bepaal ek die aandag by ’n aantal sake 
wat my in Holland getref het : 
(a) Die Koninklijke Bibliotheek, Den Haag, 
waarvan Dr. L. Brummel die Direkteur is, 
is die sentrale biblioteek in Nederland. Sy 


(b) 


(c) 


(d) 


(e) 


(f) 


stelsel van magasynrangskikking word, soos 
die British museum se strokieskatalogus in 
Engeland (Dr. Brummel verkies die kaart- 
stelsel), byna oral in Holland gevolg. Die 
inrigting tree ook op as sentrale uitleen- 
biblioteek en inligtingsburo, aangesien dit 
oor groot sentrale katalogi, waarin die 
boekevoorraad van al die groter biblioteke 
opgeneem is, beskik. Die Koninklijke Bi- 
bliotheek werk ten nouste saam met die 
groot universiteitsbiblioteke ook betreffende 
uitlenings. Die inhoud van hierdie groot 
wetenskaplike biblioteke vorm die ruggraat 
van die Nederlandse biblioteekwese. 

Alle openbare biblioteke leen gratis sonder 
deposito of subskripsie boeke uit aan enige 
persoon wat aansluit. Die applikant moet 
slegs deur ’n verantwoordelike persoon 
voorgestel word, maar andersins kan hy in 
enige deel van die land woon. Boeke word 
vry aan hom geleen en hy betaal alleen die 
posgeld vir terugsending. Dit geld selfs 
vir die Vredespaleis se Biblioteek met sy 
wonderlike versameling oor Hugo de 
Groot. 

Die openbare leessale is nie ,,vry” nie 
(vroeér was hulle). Leners moet meesal ’n 
, kontribusie” van 2 gulde (4/-) of 3 gulde 
(6/-) per jaar betaal — voor die oorlog was 
dit meesal 1 gulde (2/-). Hierdie gedwonge 
,Kontribusie” is hoofsaaklik ingestel vir 
persone wat ligte romans (novels) aanvra. 
Die gebruik van boeke in die biblioteke is 
vry. My word verseker dat, indien ’n 
werklike behoeftige persoon wil leen en nie 
die middele het nie, hy wel die reg sal kry 
om gratis gebruik te maak. Tussenbiblio- 
teekse lenings bestaan wel. 

Die Koninklijke Bibliotheek en die Ryks- 
universiteits-biblioteke betaal geen pos- 
geld nie, omdat hulle oor vrye frankeer- 
voorregte beskik. 

Geen biblioteek in Nederland beskik oor 
enige kopieregvoorregte nie. Die verwag- 
ting word gekoester dat die Koninklijke 
Bibliotheek dit sal ontvang as hy later oor 
voldoende ruimte beskik — die plan bes- 
taan om ’n nuwe gedeelte aan te bou. 

By die oprigting van openbare leessale kan 
die staat geen dwang uitoefen nie. Hy 
bied slegs ’n subsidie aan, mits die ge- 
meente ook voldoende steun toesé en die 
Inspekteur tevrede is dat die standaard na 
wens is. Hierin lé die vernaamste rede 


Dies 
% 
| 
4 


waarom die standaard van biblioteke in 

Nederland myns insiens hoér is as die van 

Belgié met sy groot getal klein biblioteke, 

n.l. omdat die Nederlandse regering sub- 

sidieer op voorwaarde dat die standaard 

aan die nodige vereistes voldoen. 

Die hoofde van die groter biblioteke is 

akademies hoog gekwalifiseer, maar nie 

noodwendig in biblioteekwese nie. 

(h) Danksy die gedurige aanwesigheid in Den 
Haag van mnr. F. Donkerduijvis, Alge- 
mene Sekretaris van die Federation of 
International Documentation (F.I.D.) wat 
in besonder verantwoordelik is vir die 
Universele Desimale Klassifikasie 
(U.D.C.), word laasgenoemde stelsel baie 
algemeen gebruik in die meeste gespesia- 
liseerde biblioteke in Holland. ’n Groter 
entoesias daarvoor as die heer Donkerduij- 
vis sal selde gevind kan word. Dit word 
vertel dat hy soms uit eie fondse die 
onderneming steun. Hoewel die stelsel 
dikwels vir klassifikasie-doeleindes gebruik 
word, leen dit hom weens sy gewoonlik 
lang notasie, nie so maklik vir die wegb¢re 
van publikasies in die rakke nie. 

(i) In verskeie biblioteke en museums, 0.a. in 

Rotterdam en Amsterdam het dit my in- 

teresseer om die stigting, ,,Vrienden der 

Gemeente-bibliotheek”, raak te loop. Dis 

in die lewe geroep om goedgesinde persone 

die geleentheid te gee om die biblioteek te 
steun met die aanskaffing van kosbare en 

seldsame uitgawes. Begunstigers betaal ’n 

vrywillige bydrae van ’n paar gulde per 
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jaar bo die verpligte ,,kontribusie” en die 
fondse op die wyse gein word bestee vir 
die aankoop van publikasies wat andersins 
nie verkry sou word nie. Die ,, Vereeniging 
van Vrienden van de Universteitsbiblio- 
theek van Amsterdam” begin 0.a. met die 
volgende aanhef: ,,Zij die uiting willen 
geven aan hun erkentlikheid voor het nut 
dat zij hebben ondervonden van het boe- 
kenbezit der Universiteitsbibliotheek en 
die sympatiseeren met het doel der Ve- 
reeniging kunnen zich voor het lidmaat- 
schap aanmelden ...,, So ’n ,, Vereeniging 
van Vrienden” bestaan ook by die Ko- 
ninklijke Bibliotheek. Dit tel oor die 650 
lede en vergader twee keer per jaar, wan- 
neer lesings oor boeke of biblioteke gehou 
word — meesal oor wat daar in hierdie 
biblioteek alles voorhande is. Lede ont- 
vang alle aanwinslyste en vir hulle wat 
,in die Provinsies woon’’ is dit van groot 
belang. 

(j) In Holland skyn die algemene gebruik te 
wees dat die rakke van onder na bod gevul 
word en nie van bé na onder, soos by 
ons nie. 

(k) Laastens, maar nie van minder belang nie: 
die Bibliotheek van Economiese Voorlig- 
tingsdienst, wat oor ’n personeel van 42 
beskik, gee voorkeur aan mansassistente, 
omdat die Bibliotekaresse by wyse van 
proefneming bevind het dat dames hulle 
nie in ekonomiese aangeleenthede interes- 
seer nie! 


TRANSLITERATION OF RUSSIAN 


In recent years there has been an increasing 
number of scientific papers published in languages 
using the Cyrillic alphabets (i.e. Russian, Serbian 
and Bulgarian) and the need for an agreed transli- 
teration system is steadily growing. At the present 
time there are over twenty schemes for transliteration, 
all of them containing ambiguities and none of them 
in very general use. 

About two years ago the Royal Society’s Abstract- 
ing Services Consultative Committee began to exa- 
mine existing transliteration systems, and although 
not wishing to add to the present confusion by pro- 
mulgating yet another system, it was forced to the 
conclusion that a new scheme, drawn up for use in 
scientific literature, was a vital necessity. Mr. H. S. 


Bushell was asked to draw up proposals, and _ these 
were subsequently submitted to the Royal Society 
and to the British Academy. The final result has now 
been issued as a pamphlet by the Royal Society under 
the title The Transliteration of Russian, Serbian and 
Bulgarian for Bibliographical Purposes. (price 1s.) 

The Royal Society will adopt this system in its own 
publications and hopes that other bodies will adopt 
the scheme, as such action will, in the view of the 
Society, not only assist materially in the dissemina- 
tion of scientific information, but also be of help in 
some of the problems involved in the indexing of 
abstracts and other references. The Royal Society 
would be grateful to be informed in due course of the 
bodies intending to adopt the system. 
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THE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT GRAAFF REINET 


Some historical notes 


by Miss I. B. LAwRIE 


EARLY HISTORY 


DurinG the ministry of the Rev. A. Faure, 
1818-1822, there was a library in the Dutch 
Reformed Church at Graaff Reinet. From the 
Church records the minutes of 5th January 
1819 read: “The Chairman of the Church 
Council read a report to the session on the 
starting of a Library for the use of the members 
of the congregation. This was unanimously 
approved, and it was decided that the place for 
storing the books should be the vestry; and 
the supervision thereof, with certain regula- 
tions about the lending of books, would be en- 
trusted to the then treasurer of the Church.” 

In 1822 there was a public Library in Graaff 
Reinet which did not seem to survive. for long, 
and it was not resuscitated until 1847. 


“A Public Library was also attempted. Rees’s 
Cyclopedia, with other books of reference, 
and a number of standard works, as also 
lighter reading, to the amount of several 
hundred volumes, were placed in a spare 
room of the public offices, accessible to every 
decently dressed person. Mr. Daniel Mills, 
a respectable literary gentleman, far ad- 
vanced in years, was one of the Settlers, but 
finding farming in the Zuurveld beyond his 
powers, he had removed with his family to 
Graaff Reinet, where his daughters, two ac- 
complished young ladies, set up an Academy, 
and he, having nothing to do, and being fond 
of books, was glad to become Librarian. His 
income was, of course, miserably small, and 
as he saw better prospects in Cape Town, he 
proceeded thither with his family. The Lib- 
rary for want of readers was shut up.” 4 


Most of the public of Graaff Reinet at that 
time would have been members of the Dutch 
Reformed Church, but from these facts it seems 
possible that there were two libraries. The 


1 Autobiography of the late Sir Andries Stockenstrom, 
ed. by C. W. Hutton. Cape Town, 1887. V.1, p. 207. 


Dutch Reformed Church have in safe keeping 
sets of leather bound volumes, some of which 
have the Rev. A. Faure’s name in them. Could 
these volumes have been a part of the Church 
Library or were they the private possession of 
the Minister ? 

In May 1854 the Graaff Reinet Herald pub- 
lished a sketch under the title “Some account 
of a Slow Village’, and its authorship excited 
considerable discussion. From this sketch we 
read : 


“The Public Library is the next building 
which claims our attention ; and as it is the 
only public institution of any kind in the Vil- 
lage, we will enter a little into its history. 
Previously to its establishment, the Library 
of the Slow Village consisted of a dozen or so 
of great Dutch books, strange odd volumes, 
which used to meander occasionally from 
house to house. ‘There was a ‘History of the 
Netherlands’, and an odd volume of Van der 
Denken’s “Travels round the World’ sup- 
posed to have been written by the ‘Flying 
Dutchman’ himself, shortly before setting 
out on his last voyage ; and an awe-inspiring 
‘Hieroglyphical Dictionary’ by Martinus 
Koning, in six folio volumes, much carried 
about under the arm by the learned of the 
Village. ‘Het Rooms-Hollands-Regt’ by Sim- 
on van Leeuwen, was also a final reference, 
not unfrequently referred to by the Villagers, 
whose minds happened to be disturbed by 
legal questions, chiefly affecting marriage 
and inheritance. Such, putting aside the 
private possessions of the Minister and the 
schoolmaster, was the library of the Village 
belonging to no one in particular, for the orig- 
inal owners were long since dead and gone.” 


The author appears to have been a critical 
subscriber to the library, as he goes on to say 
that 

“the new building housed very few ancient 

books. All works of questionable merit were 


al 
he 
| 
- 


22 SUID-AFRIKAANSE BIBLIOTEKE 


excluded by the Directors, especially new 

books, which it was found only tended to 

promote change and discontent. Periodicals 
were thought not suitable, and it was ar- 
ranged to delay them till they were at least 

10 months old, but in spite of this precaution, 

they caused much disturbance and were 

wisely given up.” 

In November 1856 reference to these volumes 
is made by ““Thomas Babington Macaulay Jun.” 
in extracts from ‘‘History of literature in Graaff 
Reinet” (G. R. Herald). He writes: 


“Not only were the few books possessed by 
the settler of huge proportions, but they 
overwhelm the mind by their voluminous 
profundity. Preserved copies seem to indicate 
that only the first volume was read. The 
History of the Netherlands, 24 volumes. The 
History of the World, 12 heavy quarto’s, 
Hieroglyphical Dictionary, 6 folio volumes. 
This book is still in the public library and is 
still much consulted by the descendants of the 
early settlers”. 


In the Graaff Reinet Herald of December 1856, 
he writes : 


“The ancient literature did not retain its 
former influence. The Hieroglyphical Dic- 
tionary was but seldom consulted ; the Trap 
der Feugd was sufficient for all the practical 
purposes of education, isolation had its 
influence.” 


The central section of the present library 
building was the library referred to in the 
“Sketch on a Slow Village”. This building was 
erected in 1847, the date being visible over the 
door until the verandah was added in 1926. 
When the library was opened on 4th August 
1847, an article appeared in the Eastern Province 
Herald telling of the event, and of the brass 
band which marched through the streets. The 
South wing was added in 1878-79 at a cost of 
£630, and the North wing in 1926, and paid 
for by the Ernest Alfred Smith Bequest, which 
became available 24 years after the death of 
the donor. 

In December 1852 the Librarian, Mr. H. H. 
Blundell, published a notice in the Graaff 
Reinet Herald asking subscribers to return any 
books taken out without having them entered, 
as the practice caused annoyance to subscribers, 
and was a violation of the Rules. By March 1853 
the Librarian was still endeavouring to find 


missing books, and the following list was 
published in the Graaff Reinet Herald by the 
Secretary, Mr. C. Hensley : Bulwer’s Paul Clif- 
ford; Don Sebastian; Charles O’ Malley, 2 vols. ; 
Prairie Bird; Thaddeus of Warsaw; Rules of 
Court ; Sir Walter Scott’s Kenilworth, Quentin 
Durward, Count Robert of Paris, and Rob Roy. 

At the Annual General Meeting of 31st 
March 1853 (G. R. Herald) Mr. Grisbrook, the 
Chairman, stated that the Directors had re- 
ceived from the Colonial Government the for- 
mal grant of land upon which the building stood 
and that adjacent to it. He regretted the mem- 
bership was not larger, and brought to the not- 
ice of those present the advantages offered, 
namely — the use of nearly 1,000 volumes, 11 
periodicals ; also 4 English and Colonial news- 
papers. An arrangement had been made for 
a ‘kindred society’ at Richmond to take at half 
price the periodicals and English newspapers, 
after they had been in the library for a 
certain time. The Chairman stated that 6 or 
8 volumes were missing, and unless they were 
replaced on the shelves, the books would have 
to be locked up and only taken out at some 
stated hour daily, as the resources would not 
allow of a full-time librarian. Subscribers had 
to abide by a strict rule of entering and return- 
ing books. In 1866 the part time Librarian’s sal- 
ary was £30 per annum. 

In this annual report of March 1854, the 
Chairman, Mr. G. Dyason, gave the number of 
subscribers as 86 (G. R. Herald). The first 
four volumes of the new edition of the Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica were expected, and successive 
volumes had been ordered. The Committee had 
failed to obtain a loan on the building in order 
to pay off the parties who still had claims on the 
same for materials supplied ; the dif.iculty aris- 
ing from the clause in the Grant, “on condition 
that the land hereby granted, shall exclusively 
be used for purposes connected with the Lib- 
rary”. It was felt that a mortgage on property 
burdened with this restriction was not consi- 
dered sufficient security. The debt amounted to 
£450, and a committee was appointed to con- 
sider the best way of raising money to pay off 
the debt on the building. This annual meeting 
decided to have a uniform subscription of 
£1. 10s. per annum. In April of that year a 
Special General Meeting was held, when the 
Chairman told the subscribers that a sum of 
£467 had been collected by public subscription 
to pay off the debt. 
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THE PUBLIC LIBRARY AT GRAAFF REINET . 


In 1860 the Librarian was Mr. J. Bigg, and 
the Secretary the Rev. George Brown, who 
left to take over the College in Bloemfontein. 

A museum was housed in the library, as, in 
February 1862, an advertisement appeared in 
the Graaff Reinet Herald stating that the Mu- 
seum Committee of the Graaff Reinet Library 
were prepared to receive specimens of natural 
history, geology, mineralogy and other articles 
for the local Museum; and in October of that 
year the following . advertisement appeared : 


“Graaff Reinet Museum. 50 pairs of stuffed 
birds with their nests have been offered the 
museum, but there is no money to buy them 
with. Those interested are invited to inspect 
the specimens and put down a donation on 
the list. The birds are peculiar to this locality.” 


It would be interesting to know what became 
of this museum, as more than 40 years later (in 
1905) mention is made in the library records 
of certain fossil remains only, which were sent 
to Dr. Broom of Victoria College, Stellenbosch 
for examination and classification, and these 
were later given to the Graaff Reinet College for 
safe custody. 

The Librarian, Mr. Bigg, retired in 1864 and 
was presented with a silver snuff box. This 
beautiful snuff box is in the possession of a 
Graaff Reinet resident, who is a descendant of 
Mr. Bigg. The inscription inside the lid reads : 
“Presented to Mr. James Bigg by the Sub- 
scribers to the Graaff Reinet Library in ac- 
knowledgement of his services as Librarian. 
January 1864.” 


SURVIVAL AND GROWI1H 


The year 1865 was a red letter one as the first 
grant of {100 was received from the Colonial 
Government. This was reported with great 
pleasure by the Chairman, Mr. A. Essex Snr., 
at the Annual Meeting of January 1866 (G. R. 
Herald). 'The Secretary, the Rev. Canon W. A. 
Steabler, was a beloved and greatly respected 
personage, who was known for his many good 
works in the town. He held this office for a 
great many years, as 14 years later his name 
still figures as the Secretary. During that year 
121 new volumes were added to the library, 
which necessitated new shelving being installed. 

The lighting arrangements were many and 
varied. Under expenditure in the financial state- 
ment of 1866 one item shows £4. 1s. for candles. 


In 1868 new oil lamps were provided ; during 
1904 acetylene gas was installed, and a change 
over to electric light, with a Delco plant, was 
made in 1918, while in 1925 the library was 
connected to the municipal electric lighting 
scheme. 

In January 1867 application was made to His 
Excellency the Governor to have the Parlia- 
mentary grant of 1865 made annual, so as to 
place Graaff Reinet on a similar footing with 
other large towns of the Colony. Lectures and 
entertainments were held to raise money to re- 
duce the deficit, and among lecturers mentioned 
were Archdeacon Merriman and the Rev. T. 
Guard. When the grant was received in the 
following year, a large order for books was sent 
to England, which included many valuable 
works (G. R. Herald). 

In 1874, during the Chairmanship of the 
Hon. F. K. te Water, a catalogue of regulations 
was compiled, and a special general meeting 
called to pass the new rules. It seemed to be 
the practice of the Government to present 
interesting works ; some presentations were two 
volumes of Dr. Brown’s works, and _ later 
“Afrikanderisms” by Rev. C. Pettman, who was 
a Methodist Minister in the town (G. R. Herald). 

When making his annual report in 1878, the 
Chairman said that in the size and value of its 
collection of books the library ranked among the 
first four public libraries of the Colony (G. R. 
Herald). The addition of the South wing had 
severely taxed the finances, and when in 1881 
the late Hon. William Porter left a legacy of 
£100, this was used to decrease the debt. The 
Secretary at this time was Mr. H. Noome. The 
depression in trade in 1884 affected the library, 
but not enough to stop the purchase of books, 
as in the former year 232 new volumes were 
added. 

According to information gathered from old 
residents, the Misses Betty and Caroline Leisch- 
ing were in charge of the library from 1872, for 
a period of thirty years. Mr. F. Watermeyer was 
the Secretary in 1883 (G. R. Herald, 19th 
April 1883). 

Mr. S. C. Hayman, the father of the Secre- 
tary at that time, came from England in 1903 
to be librarian, and held the post until his death 
in September 1921. Mr. Hayman Snr. wore a 
black skullcap, and was held in awe by the 
youth of the town, as he did not tolerate 
whispering or any disturbance within the pre- 
cincts of the library. 
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LIBRARY PERSONALITIES 


By 1903 subscribers numbered 156, and two 
years later the number rose to 217. When 
making his usual half yearly report in 1904, 
the Rev. J. H. Carter said that the number of 
subscribers, 166, was disappointing considering 
the advantages which the Institution offered to 
the public, and that there were very few towns 
of this size which possessed such a valuable 
collection of books, which numbered 9,841 (G. 
R. Herald, June 1904). Among names of Direc- 
tors at this time was Mr. W. A. Way, who was 
headmaster of the Graaff Reinet College and 
later of the Grey High School, Port Elizabeth, 
and Mr. W. Roe, a photographer of note and a 
man who was closely associated not only with 
the library as Chairman for many years, but in 
many aspects of the life of the town. When 
referring to Mr. Roe’s death in 1916, the Chair- 
man, Mr. E. Welsh, paid the following tribute : 


“During the year the Committee lost the 
services of its oldest and most valued member 
through the death of Mr. W. Roe, and they 
would like to record their sense of the great 
loss the Institution sustained by the event. 
By his death a landmark in the history of 
the town has passed away.” 


Throughout the years the library has been 
most fortunate in its office bearers; men of 
standing giving of their best and holding office 
for long periods. The name of Mr. C. Hayman 
must be mentioned here as Secretary and 
Treasurer for 20 years until his death in 1919 ; 
also Mr. W. J. Clegg, who became a member of 
the Committee in 1910, Secretary and Treasurer 
in 1919, and held these posts for 31 years, 
which surely constitutes a record, as he still is 
the efficient Treasurer (1953). The auditing of 
the books was done for very many years by the 
late Mr. H. Urquhart, who was the esteemed 
Mayor of the town for 22 years. 


In 1905 the first free subscriptions were given 
to the schools, and this practice has continued 
until to-day, when each of the European schools 
and the Training College receive 6 free sub- 
scriptions annually, the recipients to be decided 
upon by the Principals of the institutions. 

Graaff Reinet had several ‘‘Brand dams’’, the 
water being used for extinguishing fires and for 
household purposes. One of these and a water 
trough was situated on the corner of Somerset 
and Church Streets, on a site adjoining the Li- 
brary building. This site was promised to the 
Library Committee in 1915 by the Town 
Council, the agreement being that the ground 
would be transferred to the Library authorities 
after the proposed water scheme had been 
carried out by the Town Council. This ground 
later became the property of the Library, and 
it was on this site that the North wing was built. 

Mr. F. Raphael succeeded Mr. S. C. Hay- 
man, and was the Librarian until 1930, when 
Miss E. McLaren was appointed. Her sudden 
death in 1948 brought to an end a devoted ser- 
vice of 18 years. Miss N. Massey was appointed 
to fill the post, and in 1950 Miss S. McAdam, 
the present Librarian, took her place. 

The number of subscribers to-day is 400. 
There is a well filled Reference Room, and a 
valuable Africana Section. The construction of 
the Africana Room was made possible by a do- 
nation of £100 from Mrs. Carl Wille. The total 
number of books in the Library is between 
17,000 and 18,000. 

The members of the Committee (1952) were : 


—Mr. H. Arnott. 
—Rev. S. le Grove Smith. 


Chairman 
Vice-chairman 
Librarian and 
Secretary 
Treasurer 


—Miss S. McAdam. 
—Mr. W. J. Clegg. 


Mrs. J. A. Meyer, Miss I. B. Lawrie, Messrs. 
D. S. Dorward, S. Bonnett and J. Bam. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Freer, Percy, ed. Catalogue of Union periodicals, 
volume two, the Humanities. Pretoria, National 
council for social research, 1952. xi. 804p. 
Typescript, reproduced by Replika process. (Copies 
are obtainable from the University of the Wit- 
watersrand Library, price £1. 10s.) 


With the publication of this substantial and long- 
awaited volume Mr. Freer completes his contribu- 
tion to the systematic recording of periodical 
holdings throughout the Union of South Africa, 


a project that was begun in Cape Town by Mr. 
A.C. G. Lloyd (to whom this volume is dedicated) 
as long ago as 1912. For the completion of his 
part in this major task — one made more difficult 
by the rapid growth of many of the research li- 
braries in the Union — every working librarian 
should be grateful, for it has been no sinecure, 
and it is work that by its very nature can never be 
finished. Indeed in a truer sense than one may at 
first realize, the strength and weaknesses of the 
C.U.P. are a tribute to and a judgment on all who 
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(Photo: Johannesburg Public Library) 
BRIXTON BRANCH LIBRARY, JOHANNESBURG 
GROUND-PLAN 


(Photo: Johannesburg Public Library) 
RHODES PARK BRANCH LIBRARY, JOHANNESBURG 
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have submitted a record of their holdings, and a 
reproach to any there may be who have not. Mr. 
Freer’s job has been to marshal our forces, and to 
evolve a scheme by which individuals can be located 
without too much loss of time or temper. Indeed, 
the editor is rather like the Supreme Commander 
of an international army, for his troops talk many 
languages and are by no means amenable to any 
one standard of discipline. 


But the analogy is of course a false one. This is 
no place to discuss once again the virtues and handi- 
caps of the subject-catchword arrangement chosen 
by Mr. Freer, and slightly modified but in no way 
regretted by its creator, in this latest volume. 
(Those interested will find some comments and 
criticisms in a review of the Supplement to 
the first volume, 1949, in S.A. Libraries, 17(4), 
p. 165, April 1950.) Suffice it to say that if the 
system had its drawbacks in the volumes dealing 
with the sciences, they are multiplied when one 
deals with the humanities, where the numerous 
titles of a vaguely general nature must have given 
the editor a series of nightmares, and are likely to 
give the user a number of headaches, too. In fact 
one constant user of the C.U.P. has expressed the 
opinion that it must have been arranged the way it is 
for the use of the very intelligent; certainly one 
has to leap about hopefully from heading to heading, 
in spite of the three-letter underlinings and cross- 
references (still not enough of them), subjecting 
the volume itself to a heavy drumming — and only 
500 copies have been printed. 


As one might expect, some subject8 are well 
covered by special collections: philately, for in- 
stance. Religious and mission publications, and 
school magazines (South African) abound. When one 
comes to inspect, say, the arrangement of publications 
relating to children’s reading (a frequent enquiry), 
one has to look under Children, Feug, Fong, Kind, 
Young/ Youth; and it is the nimble mind that wins 
the thimble. Unfortunately the ordinary user of the 
C.U.P., the lab. assistant, the junior library assistant, 
the subject specialist, are not equally (some not at 
all) nimble-minded, and it is for this kind of practi- 
tioner that the Catalogue is presumably intended. 


The Humanities volume represents the holdings 
(as submitted) of 82 libraries of all kinds in the 
Union. It is clear, however, that the contributors 
have not all been sure about what should, or should 
not be included. Thus numerous entries for S. A. 
Government publications appear only as_ being 
in certain Transvaal libraries, whereas they are 
known to be in the Cape as well. These defects 
will be cleared up in due course, but they compel 
one to issue a note of warning to anyone who re- 
gards the list as it stands as being either final or 
complete. At least one test entry, followed up, 
has proved to be misleading, for the contributing 
library had given covering dates, and not noticed 
that one of its volumes comprised an incomplete 
collection of parts. 

When all is said and done, this is a tool of the 
highest importance, and to Mr. Freer its publication 
must resemble the casting-away of a self-strung 
millstone. It is now up to his colleagues to continue 
the work he has begun, by noting constructive 


criticisms and errors, and by constantly supplying 
the Honorary Editor with up-to-date lists of their 
accessions and corrections. DUE. 


Hinwood, E. V. List of suggested reference 
books for the small library, annotated, classified 
according to Dewey and revised by E. V.H. 
Pretoria, Transvaal Provincial Library, 1953. 
25 leaves. Mimeographed. Title-page and preface 
in English and Afrikaans. 


This is a revision of the basic list of Reference books 
for the small library, originally compiled by Miss 
P. M. Speight, later published in the S. A. Library 
Association Reprint series, and out of print for 
some years past. Like the basic list it has been 
compiled with a special eye to the small South 
African library, and the rapid development of the 
Provincial Library Services in all four Provinces 
has made some such tool an urgent necessity. 
Thanks are therefore due both to Mr. Hinwood, 
of the Johannesburg Public Library, and to the 
Transvaal Provincial Library authorities for making 
the publication of this revised list possible. 

According to the preface the list aims primarily at 
guiding librarians who are building up basic collec- 
tions of reference books ‘‘from scratch”. The total 
cost of the books suggested, excluding the En- 
cyclopaedia Britannica, is £240. It is suggested that 
public-spirited citizens may be induced to help 
with the purchase of reference books otherwise 
beyond the means of the library : a good suggestion 
that should bear fruit, particularly in smaller com- 
munities. The compiler also refers in his prefatory 
remarks to the free material that is readily obtain- 
able by the smaller library —if it knows how to go 
about it the right way. Is this not a case for issuing 
lists of free distribution material with special South 
African application ? 

In a highly selective list of this kind there is 
ample room for differences of opinion. In some 
cases this has been allowed for by selecting one 
book and mentioning, very briefly, an alternative. 
Even so, there are some surprises. One would have 
expected, for instance, at least a mention of Bosman 
& van der Merwe’s Tweetalige woordeboek. There 
is no mention of current lists of South African 
publications, such as the cumulated State Library 
lists of copyright accessions (annual), or the lists 
of S. African annual publications, and of current 
S.A. periodicals (with all details of price and 
publisher), published in the Grey Bibliographies 
series by the South African Library, Cape Town, 
and kept up to date, together with classified lists 
of the most recent S. African books and pamphlets, 
in each issue of the Quarterly Bulletin of the South 
African Library. These are all cheap, and it would 
have been a pleasant gesture to have supported 
local industry in a list such as this, designed for 
South African use. 

It is hoped that in the next edition of this useful 
publication one or two typing errors will be set 
right: thus, on p. 17, Speiciality for Specialty, 
and on p. 8, Westminister for Westminster, repeated 
in the annotation. D. 
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SCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S LIBRARY SECTION 


South African Library Association 
Vol. 13 July 1953 No. 4 


GOVERNMENT SCHOOL LIBRARIES IN NATAL 


by H. M. Hur.ey 


School Libraries Organizer, Natal Education Department 


HIGH SCHOOLS in Natal have always felt the need for libraries and the libraries of our 
oldest high schools date back almost to the schools’ beginnings. They were not often ideally 
housed — that was to come later — but they existed. They depended for their existence 
on the enthusiasm of the principal and the state of the school fund, that is, money collected 
from and by the pupils for various amenities not provided by the Province. An enthusiastic 
principal often achieved a great deal ; an unenthusiastic one, of course, achieved nothing. 
Library development was, and still is, very uneven. 

The Girls’ High School, Pietermaritzburg was very fortunate, for in 1929 at the suggestion 
of Dr. Loram, then Superintendent of Education for Natal, the Carnegie Corporation of 
New York gave a donation of £500 to start a demonstration school library on condition 
that the Provincial Administration supplied the furnishings. This library, measuring 
24 ft. by 40 ft., was opened three and a half years later by Mr. F. D. Hugo who had suc- 
ceeded Dr. Loram. It contained 2,000 books. The bookstock has doubled since then and 
the library will shortly need more space but it has served Girls’ High very well for twenty 
years. 

Other schools had to exercise a little ingenuity to acquire a library room. At Russell High 
School, the Principal (Miss A. V. Granger) had half of the old hall converted into a very 
pleasant library. She had returned from a visit to the United States in the middle thirties 
convinced of the importance of the school library. At Estcourt an enthusiastic headmaster, 
Mr. A. C. Martin, converted an old Domestic Science kitchen into a very nice little 
library which still serves the purpose well. 

When the new Girls’ High School in Durban was planned a library room was included 
and since then all new high schools are provided with one. The Voortrekker High School 
in Pietermaritzburg has the ideal size of 2,000 sq. ft. Others are smaller. 

Primary schools struggled along under less favourable conditions. In 1938 a circulating 
library service to primary schools in Durban came into operation through the kind offices 
of the Durban Municipal Library. A grant of 7d. per pupil was paid to the Durban Lib- 
rary, which spent the whole of the grant on books for the schools and gave its services 
free. Mrs. M. Barnes, until recently the Durban Children’s Librarian, has put all Durban 
primary schools in her debt for she handled this service from its inception. Unfortunately 
staff and space shortages have made it impossible for the Durban Library to continue this 
work and the service will cease to be a municipal service this year (1953). 
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In 1944 the Provincial Executive on the recommendation of Dr. R. A. Banks, then 
Director of Education, approved a special library grant to schools which varied from 6d. 
to 2/- per pupil depending on the grading of the school. The maximum grant payable was 
£20. This grant was increased in 1951 to 1/3d. per pupil up to Std. 3 and 2/6d. per pupil 
thereafter with no limit. A large school receives between £70 and {£80 a year. 

The end of the War saw the beginnings of several school libraries planned on a scale 
hitherto undreamed of, as four schools set to work to build Memorial Libraries. 

The Durban Boys’ High School \ed the way under Lt. Col. A. C. Martin, the same enthu- 
siast who had already given Estcourt High its library. Money was raised by the Old Boys’ 
Association, the pupils themselves, and other wellwishers, while the Province contributed 
£2,000 on the £1 for £1 principle. Instead of building a new room, it was decided to convert 
the old hall. The alterations were carried out to the design of the Provincial Architect and 
an excellent job was made of it. Mr. E. A. Borland, then Transvaal Library Organiser, 
described it in 1950 as ‘‘being the best, if not in the whole of South Africa, then better than 
any others I have seen in Natal, Transvaal and Orange Free State”. It has an area of 
3,200 sq. ft. One third of the space is used as a reading room but all the furniture is movable 
so that the layout may be easily changed. There are large double doors of kiaat, comfortable 
chairs, reading desks, newspaper stands and an issuing counter. The steel shelving has 
been painted to tone with the walls. 

The library was opened on the 12th November 1949 by the Administrator, the Hon. 
D. G. Shepstone, who is himself a former pupjl at this School. In 1952 it became one of 
the first three school libraries in South Africa to have a full-time librarian appointed, thus 
establishing a precedent. There are about 5,000 books in stock and 25 periodicals are taken. 
The school contains just over 600 boys. 

On 14th October, 1950, the Administrator opened the Ladysmith High School Memo- 
rial Library. 'This was the result of the efforts of past pupils of the school, which is co- 
educational, to build a fitting memorial to those of their number who had fallen in the 
War. A sum of £2,000 was raised, to which the Province added a similar sum. A double- 
storeyed building was erected measuring 30 ft. by 36 ft., with the library itself occupying 
the whole of the first floor. The ground floor is used as a projection room. There are about 
4,500 books in stock and the library serves approximately 350 pupils. 

A year later Mrs. H. S. K. Simpson opened the Lucy Meakin Memorial Library at the 
Dundee High School. Lucy Meakin was a much-loved teacher who had been on the staff 
for many years. The building cost £2,641 and measures 40 ft. by 29 ft. The Province again 
contributed {1 for £1. There is a bookstock of about 2,000 for 300 pupils. 

The Memorial Library at Maritzburg College is the latest addition to the list. Old Col- 
legians and present scholars worked hard to raise the money, which has built a fitting 
memorial to 120 past pupils who fell in World War II. The Province made a grant of 
£2,000 towards the total of £7,200. The size of the library is 60 ft. by 35 ft. It is builtin 
rustic red brick with parquet flooring and imbuia panelling. The Honours Hall bears the 
names of the fallen. There is a large stained glass window at one end bearing the school 
crest and two more stained glass windows are planned. The Librarian’s office and a room 
to house the famous Clark library (a bequest from a former Headmaster) are separate 
sections. The appointment of a full time librarian has been approved. 

These are the highlights of school libraries in Natal. There are many lesser lights. 
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A delightful one in this category is the little library of the Model Infants’ School in Pieter- 
maritzburg with its low tables and chairs and colourful books. Odd cloakrooms in some 
schools have been altered to provide a home for the library. Other schools, with no space 
to spare, are reduced to keeping books in the classroom cupboard. The inauguration of the 
Provincial Library Service has meant the use of more books from this source by country 
schools whose own grant and school fund are severely limited. 

Among Non-European schools the pressure on space is very great, and not many can 
manage to devote a separate room to the library. Books have therefore to be kept in the 
classroom cupboards. Two notable exceptions are Sastri College in Durban and Dundee 
Indian High School. At Sastri College the library (about 30 ft. by 20 ft.) was built through 
the generosity of Mahomed Ebrahim Lakhi of Greytown and opened on the 3rd February 
1930. At Dundee Indian High an enterprising head seized the opportunity, when addition- 
al classrooms were being built, of pointing out that the slope of the ground could be used 


to include an extra room which he has turned into a library. 
In general there is a growing interest in library work in the schools of Natal and it is 
being increasingly recognzized as an essential factor and not merely as an interesting side- 


line in the work of education. 


BOOK REVIEW 


Union of South Africa. Department of Education, 
Arts and Science. Office of the Chief Librarian. List 
of current periodicals in Government depart- 
oa. 1952. Pretoria, the Department, [1953]. 
139p. 


This is a union list of periodicals taken currently 
by all government departmental libraries plus pro- 
vincial library services and education departments, 
the state-aided museums and the National Gallery. 
The Library of Parliament is specifically excluded 
and while the museums appear, the National Botanic 
Gardens and National Zoological Gardens do not. 
Logically one feels that the C.S.I.R. should also 
feature or at least its omission be explained. 

As the title implies this is a list only and no details 
of holdings are given, it is hoped to produce a fuller 
catalogue later. The editor stresses that no rivalry 
with the Catalogue of Union Periodicals is intended 
but that for various reasons the latter could only 
include ‘‘a negligible number” of government libra- 
ries. It will be found however that of the 44 libraries 
found in Pretoria alone, 12 (a little more than one 
quarter) do appear in CUP. Some of the journals 
listed may indeed be the only sets in the country, as 
the editor suggests ; e.g. Cinétechnician, held by the 
Film Services, and Magistrate, held by the Social 
Welfare Department, do not appear in CUP, to 
quote but two readily discovered. 

Not the least valuable feature is the very full list 
of government libraries with their addresses and li- 
brarians or responsible officers. One is inclined to 


think however that the abbreviations adopted for these 
are rather cumbersome and unnecessarily wasteful of 
space. These abbreviations appear either in English 
or in Afrikaans, and examination would suggest that 
the former is used for titles in English or Latin 
languages and the latter for those in Germanic 
languages — but this does not always hold. 

Interesting observations on the scarcity of some 
journals and the absence of others from certain de- 
partments are possible ; e.g. South Africa does not 
seem to be in any government library,* and neither 
the S.A. publisher and bookseller nor the S.A. typogra- 
phical journal are taken by the Government Printer. 
The Native Affairs Department does not take NADA 
(S. Rhodesia). On the other hand it is interesting to 
see that the State Information Office holds Virchow’s 
Archiv fiir pathologische Anatomie und Physiologie und 
Rlinische Medizin. The publication of this list should 
do much to remedy these deficiencies. 

Titles are generally accurately recorded though 
Journal of documentation appears under ASLIB 
only. 

Mr. Kritzinger has given the government service 
and librarians generally a useful addition to their 
works of reference, though it is rather to be regretted 
that in his foreword stress seems to be laid on the 
assistance it will give librarians in deciding which 
periodicals they can cancel rather than on the inter- 
library loan value. A.M.L.R. 


* According to CUP South Africa is in the S.A.R. 
Reference Library, Johannesburg. 
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CEDRIC CHIVERS LTD. 


BOOKBINDERS & BOOKSELLERS 


PORTWAY BATH 
ENGLAND 
Chivers Bookbinding in every 0 
operation and with each item 
of material, is arranged to give 
the utmost service, and we 
should be pleased to receive ok 
ai ai 
your enquiries. 
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SOUTH AFRICAN 
LIBRARIES 
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A.L. Meiring . 
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Angus Snead Macdonald ... 3 
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